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CogAT  Parent Info Meeting 
6:30pm - 7:10pm

    Part 1: Understanding the CogAT 7 Data
  

     7:10-7:15 Break 

7:15pm - 8:00pm 
      Part 2: Understanding the GT ID / Advanced Learning      

      Plan (ALP) Process  

Please hold all questions concerning Identification / 
     Advanced Learning Plans (ALPS) until the 

conclusion of Part 2.



Jeffco Gifted &  Talented 
Website 

Full of resources about the 
information tonight 

You can Google: 
Jeffco Gifted and Talented 



Hand-outs 
#1 CogAT Narrative Example

(3rd grade scores) 
Double-sided handout that has explanations 

of how to read the 
CogAT Profile Score Report 

#2 How are CogAT Scores 
Calculated?       and
CogAT Overview

Double-sided hand-out
that gives concise explanations of 

CogAT terms 

#3 GT ID / ALP and 
GT vs GT Center 

*Double-sided handout that has explanations 
of

Page 1 - GT / ALP Identification application
*Page 2  - explains what an 

ALP is in a Neighborhood School 
vs a GT Center 

#4 Look for 2019-20 
Jeffco GT Parent Flyer 
in the fall online

Double-sided handout that has dates of the 
upcoming Jeffco GT Parent Events 

Posted 
on the 
walls 

Schools in alpha order w 
Gifted and Talented 
Resource Teacher listed 

5 copies
Posted on the walls / counter 

Please take a picture  of the information  / 
contact person you need 



Universal CogAT Assessment

The Cognitive Abilities Test

Cognitive = 
intellectual activity skills such as 

thinking and reasoning

Measures both general & specific 
cognitive abilities



Objectives for this evening:
○ Understand what the Universal CogAT  

assessment measures

○ Define the three batteries assessed by the 
CogAT 

○ Vocabulary of the 4 Profiles:   A, B, C, E

○ Understand how to read the student’s                
CogAT results



Why CogAT ALL 2nd Graders?
○ The Exceptional Children's Educational Act (ECEA) 

identifies universal assessment as a best practice. 

○ A data point to help teachers understand 
instructional needs of EVERY learner

○ A resource that can be used to guide instructional 
information gathering for EVERY learner

○ A communication tool to help parents understand 
their child’s strengths



CogAT

In combination with other relevant 
information, CogAT scores can be 
used to differentiate instruction      
in ways that enhance the student’s  
learning.



CogAT
○ Reflects overall efficiency of cognitive 

processes and strategies that enable an 
individual to learn new tasks

○ Assessed in three domains 

○ Form 7 Levels 5/6 - 8 have been 
completely revised to be a bilingual primary 
battery 



What is the CogAT?

● Cognitive Abilities Test 
● Appraises general and abstract 

reasoning abilities  
● Appraises capacity to apply 

abilities to Verbal, Quantitative, 
& Non Verbal tasks



What is CogAT? 

● NOT an IQ test!
● Measures reasoning abilities 
● Focuses on: 

specific areas of reasoning 
linked to school success



CogAT 
Measures Reasoning Skills 

How does the student?
● Comprehend 

problem situations 
● Classify & categorize 

objects, events, & other 
stimuli

● Detect similarities 
& differences

● Create & adapt 
problem-solving 
strategies 

● Make Inferences ● Use familiar concepts & 
skills in new concepts 

● Make deductions 



To guide efforts to adapt instruction to the 
needs and abilities of students

To provide an alternative measure of cognitive 
development for program placement

○ T
To identify students whose predicted levels of 

achievement are markedly discrepant from 
their observed and actual levels                  

of achievement

CogAT: 3 primary uses*



CogAT Ability Profile Example

7C (V+ Q-) 

Profile 

Stanine

Relative Strength 

Relative 
Weakness 



CogAT Student Profile Report
*2nd grade example*      8B (Q+)



CogAT: Vocab
Battery A set of tests grouped 

together around a 
theme

Subtest A single test within 
the battery 

Verbal Language-based 
reasoning

Non-
Verbal

Visual or hands-on 
reasoning

Quantitative Numerical knowledge Profile Identify both the level of 
the student’s scores 
and the pattern of 
scores across the 
batteries. 

APR Age Percentile Rank GPR Grade Percentile 
Rank 

Stanine A stanine score 
(“standard nine”)             

is a way to scale scores 
on a nine-point scale. It 
can be used to convert 

any test score to a 
single-digit score

SAS Standard Age Score 



CogAT is made of 3 batteries 
● Verbal Battery
● Quantitative Battery
● Non-Verbal Battery

Each Battery has 3 sections 
● Verbal Battery

○ Verbal Classification
○ Sentence Completion
○ Verbal Analogies 

● Quantitative Battery
○ Number Series
○ Number Puzzles
○ Number Analogies

● Non-Verbal Battery
○ Figure Classification 
○ Paper Folding
○ Figure Matrices 



Verbal Battery*

○ Assesses a student’s vocabulary 
efficiency and verbal memory

○ Assesses a student’s ability to 
determine word relationships 



Verbal Battery*



Quantitative Battery*
○ Tests the child’s understanding of basic 

quantitative concepts & relationships that 
are essential for learning mathematics.

○ Tasks measure both the understanding of 
relational concepts & the student’s ability 
to discover relationships and to figure 
out a rule or principle that explains them.

○

○ Does not measure computational math 
ability 



Quantitative Battery*



Nonverbal Battery*

  Measures reasoning using 
pictures and geometric 
shapes.  

 This reduces the impact of 
language on the student’s 
score.



Nonverbal Battery*



CogAT Ability Profile Example

7C (V+ Q-) 

Profile 

Stanine

Relative Strength 

Relative 
Weakness 



CogAT Score Profile

Components:
○ Overall Ability (stanine scale)
○ Score profile (A, B, C, or E)
○ Relative strength or 

weakness



Relationships of 
Stanines and Percentile Ranks



S: stanine*
▪ A stanine score (“standard nine”) is a way 

to scale scores on a nine-point scale.     
It can be used to convert any test score to 
a single-digit score.

▪ Age and grade groups.

▪ Similar to percentile ranks.

▪ Broad grouping.



Overall ability (stanine scale)
A stanine score (“standard nine”) is a way to scale 

scores on a nine-point scale.  It can be used to 
convert any test score to a single-digit score

Stanine 9        Well above average

Stanine 7-8     Above average

Stanine 4-6     Average

Stanine 2-3     Below average

Stanine 1        Well below average



Relationships of 
Stanines and Percentile Ranks



PR: percentile rank*

Percentage of students in the 
same age or grade group whose 

scores fall below the score obtained 
by a particular student.

A score of 50 is 
considered average.



Score Profiles*
Scores on the 3 batteries make up a student’s profile.

A score profile consists of two basic parts: 
the middle stanine score, and the score type. 

4C(Q+ N-)
Each of the three batteries (Verbal, Quantitative, and 

Nonverbal) receives an individual stanine score. 
The middle stanine score is obtained by finding the 

middle score among the three battery stanine scores. 
If a student earned a 3, 4 and 5 on the three batteries, 

then their middle stanine score would be 4. 



Score Stanine Profiles*
For example, if the student has age stanines of 

the student’s median age stanine is 6 
(the middle of the student’s three age stanines)

Verbal 6
Quantitative 3
Nonverbal 8

8, 6, 3 - middle is 6 



Score Letter Profiles *
The letters of A, B, C or E in the score profile 
correspond to: 

A = sAme
B = aBove or Below 
C = Contrast 
E = Extreme 

More information to come about the letter part of the score profile 



CogAT Student Profile Report  
*2nd grade example*            8B (Q+)



CogAT: Vocab
Battery A set of tests grouped 

together around a 
theme

Subtest A single test within 
the battery 

Verbal Language-based 
reasoning

Non- 
Verbal

Visual or hands-on 
reasoning

Quantitative Numerical knowledge Profile Identify both the level 
of the student’s scores 
and the pattern of 
scores across the 
batteries. 

APR Age Percentile Rank GPR Grade Percentile 
Rank 

Stanine A stanine score 
(“standard nine”) is a 

way to scale scores on a 
nine-point scale. It can be 
used to convert any test 

score to a single-digit 
score

SAS Standard Age 
Score 



CogAT Student Profile Report 
- 2nd grade example 

Abilities 

Age Scores 
Age Percentile 

Rank 
Age Stanine 

Verbal 94 8
Quantitative 99 9

Nonverbal 88 7
Composite 98 9

A
G
E

S
C
O
R
E
S



CogAT Student Profile Report  
- 2nd Grade Example 

Abilities 

Raw Scores Grade Scores 

Number of 
Items 

Number 
Att.

Number 
Correct 

Grade 
Stanine 

Grade 
Percentile 

Rank 

Verbal 54 54 45 8 94
Quantitative 50 50 46 9 99
Nonverbal 52 52 40 7 88
Composite 9 98



CogAT Ability Profile Example

7C (V+ Q-) 

Profile 

Stanine

Relative Strength 

Relative 
Weakness 



Score Profiles *
The letters of A, B, C or E in the score profile 
correspond to: 

A = sAme
B = aBove or Below 
C = Contrast 
E = Extreme 



Relative 
strength or weakness

V+/Q+/N+
   *indicates a relatively higher
     battery score in that area

V-/Q-/N- 
   *indicates a relatively lower
     battery score in that area



A* Profile 
sAme level

The student’s verbal, quantitative, and 
nonverbal scores are roughly at the same 
level.

The pattern assumed whenever a 
student’s ability is summarized in a single 
score.  

About 1/3 (30%) of students obtain this 
“A” profile.



sAme Level CogAT Profile 
*2nd grade example*

Profile 7A AGE 
SCORES 

GRADE 
SCORES  

No. 
Items 

No. Att No. 
Correct

Age 
Percentile 

APR

Age 
Stanine

Grade 
Percentile

Grade 
Stanine 

Verbal 54 54 40 83 7 75 6
Quantitative 50 50 31 84 7 76 6
Nonverbal 52 52 37 81 7 75 6
Composite 84 7 77 7

30% of students have an “A” profile.



7A



B* Profile 
aBove or Below

1 of the 3 battery scores is above or below 
the other two scores.

This means student has a relative strength or 
relative weakness in one area.

Approximately 42% of students.
B (N-)
B (V+)



aBove or Below CogAT Profile
*2nd grade example*

Profile 6B (Q+) AGE 
SCORES 

GRADE 
SCORES  

No. 
Items 

No. 
Att

No 
Correct 

Age 
Percentile 

(APR)

Age 
Stanine

Grade 
Percentile

(GPR)

Grade 
Stanine 

Verbal 54 52 37 62 6 62 6
Quantitative 50 50 39 93 8 93 8
Nonverbal 52 52 36 71 6 71 6
Composite 81 7 81 7

42% of students have a “B” profile. 



6B (Q+)



C* Profile 
    Contrast

Great variation in the scores. 

Student shows a relative strength 
and a relative weakness. 

Approximately  14% of students 
have a “C” profile.

                    C (V+ Q-)



Contrast CogAT Profile
*2nd grade example*

Profile 7C (V- N+) AGE 
SCORES 

GRADE SCORES  

No. 
Items 

No. 
Att

No. 
Correct 

Age 
Percentile 

(APR)

Age 
Stanine

Grade 
Percentile

(GPR)

Grade 
Stanine 

Verbal 54 50 37 73 6 52 6
Quantitative 50 52 37 86 7 34 6
Nonverbal 52 50 41 93 8 15 8
Composite 7 7

14% of students have a “C” profile. 



7C (V- N+)



E* Profile 

     Extreme

E is an an extreme B or C profile 

Any profile in which there is a difference 
of 24 or more points (on the SAS scale) 
between two scores.
Approximately 10% of students have an 

“E” profile

E ( V- N+)



Extreme CogAT Profile 
*2nd grade Example* 

Profile 6E (N-)  AGE 
SCORES 

GRADE 
SCORES  

No. 
Items 

No. 
Att

Raw 
Score

Age 
Percentile 

(APR)

Age 
Stanine

Grade 
Percentile

(GPR)

Grade 
Stanine 

Verbal 54 54 48 92 8 90 8
Quantitative 50 50 28 75 6 66 6
Nonverbal 52 52 28 45 5 37 4
Composite 75 6 68 6

10% of students have an “E” profile. 



6E (N-)



Quick Review of Profiles
Profile Meaning Frequency 
sAme All three confidence bands overlap, 

meaning the student’s Verbal, 
Quantitative, and Nonverbal Battery 
scores are roughly at the sAme level

30%  
of students 

aBove 
or 

Below 

Two of the confidence bands overlap. 
The third score is a relative strength or 
weakness, significantly aBove or Below 
the other two.

42% 
of students 

Contrast Two scores Contrast. The student 
shows a relative strength and a relative 
weakness

14% 
of students 

Extreme Extreme score at least two scores differ 
by 24 or more points on the standard 
age score (SAS) scale

10% 
of students 



How to Learn More About CogAT Scores 

https://www.riversideinsights.com/apps/cogat

https://www.riversideinsights.com/apps/cogat


https://www.riversideinsights.com/apps/cogat

How to Learn More About CogAT Scores 

https://www.riversideinsights.com/apps/cogat


Riverside Insights CogAT Profiles 



Riverside Insights CogAT Profiles 
website

for teachers and parents 

https://www.riversideinsights.com/apps/cogat
or 

Google:  CogAT Profiles 

https://www.riversideinsights.com/apps/cogat


Jeffco Gifted and Talented Website 
January 27, 2020 

Topic: 5 Breakout Sessions including GT101
Time: 6:15 - 8:00 pm 

Location: Jeffco Education Center 
5th Floor Board Room 

1829 Denver West Dr., #27 Golden, CO 80401 

February 24, 2020
Topic: JAGC / Gt Collaboration Panel 

Time: 6:15 - 8:00 pm 
Location: Jeffco Education Center 

5th Floor Board Room 
1829 Denver West Dr., #27 Golden, CO 80401 

http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/programs/gifted_talented


Jeffco Gifted &  Talented 
Website 

Full of resources about the 
information tonight 

You can Google: 
Jeffco Gifted and Talented 



Questions????



CogAT Parent Info Meeting 
6:30pm - 7:10pm

    Part 1: Understanding the CogAT 7 Data
  

     7:10-7:15 Break 

7:15pm - 8:00pm 
      Part 2: Understanding the GT ID / Advanced Learning      

      Plan (ALP) Process  

      Please hold all questions concerning Identification / 
          Advanced Learning Plans (ALPS) until the 

         conclusion of Part 2.




