 Facilities Usage Committee Options

Q & A
Q:  Will the community have input?  Will I be able to voice my concern about my child’s school?
A:  Yes, the community can provide feedback in the following ways:

· E-mail: facilities@jeffco.k12.co.us
· Letters: addressed to Communications Services, 1829 Denver West Drive, Golden, CO 80401

· Phone calls: 303-982-6837
· Web site feedback:  www.jeffcopublicschools.org
· Attend one of the following forums:

Jeffco Facilities Usage Public Forums 

Wednesday, November 11  6:00 – 7:30 p.m. Alameda High School, Auditorium

Saturday, November 14      9:00 – 10:30 a.m. Manning School, Auditorium

Monday, November 16       6:00 – 7:30 p.m. Summit Ridge Middle School,         Auditorium

Wednesday, November 18  6:00 – 7:30 p.m. Pomona High School, Auditorium

Q:  What is the Facilities Usage Committee?
A:  The Facilities Usage Committee was created to study district facilities usage and to provide options for more efficient and effective use of schools. Over 30 community and district volunteers were chosen to serve on the committee.
Q:  Is the purpose of this Facilities Usage Committee to close schools?  
A: The purpose of the committee is to look at ways to reduce costs and identify efficiencies.  The committee has analyzed data and explored many options for the past eight months.  Draft recommended options have been submitted for public comment.  Final recommendations will be presented to the Board of Education in January.  

Q:  Can’t we just pass a bond program for the next ballot and forget about these options?

A:  Even if the district were successful with a bond election in 2010, the district would still be faced with making budget reductions.  The money saved through the facilities usage process will reduce the impact to the classroom and the district’s operating budget. 
Q:  What will happen to my child’s teacher if you close my child’s school?
A:  If children are moved to a different school, their teacher will generally go with them.  Administrators (principals, assistant principals) may be reassigned to different locations throughout the district.
Q:  What if I don’t want to move my child to the school that he/she is being reassigned to?

A:  Parents who wish to enroll their student in a school other than their newly-assigned neighborhood school can go through Choice Enrollment to enroll at another Jeffco school.  Forms are available on the district Web site at www.jeffcopublicschools.org.  Choice Enrollment begins in January for the following school year.
Q:  If the district is short on resources, why are we considering some of the options that include expenses in order to reap the savings?
A:  Most options will have upfront implementation costs but are intended to save money in the long run. 
Q:  Why is the district talking about closing schools while at the same time the district is celebrating building dedications for new schools that were just built?
A:  As the largest school district in the state, Jeffco has over 150 schools with very different needs and challenges.  Some schools are experiencing a decrease in enrollment, while other schools are located in growth areas of the district. The new buildings and additions are a result of the successful 2004 bond election when taxpayers approved a $323.8 million to renovate or rebuild older facilities.  

Q.  When will a final decision be made about the options and who will make it?

A:  The Board of Education will make a final decision about the proposed options in January 2010.  Implementation of the approved options may take effect as soon as the beginning of the 2010-2011 school year.
Q. What is the format of the community forums?  Will I be able to ask questions?
A.  A short background presentation will be shown at the beginning of the forums and then community members will have the opportunity to make comments.  Because of time constraints, each speaker will have 2 ½ minutes to speak and comments rather than questions are encouraged.  Groups of four or more people with similar comments should identify a spokesperson and will have nine minutes to speak.  Community members wishing to ask specific questions about the facilities usage process can write them on index cards at the forums, or can submit them online at:

facilities@jeffco.k12.co.us
Answers will be available on the district’s Website.
People should arrive at the forums 30 minutes early to sign up to speak. Community members are encouraged to attend only one of the forums because of the large turnout expected.
