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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

April 2006
III
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!

FORMER LAKEWOOD HIGH COACH JOINS COLORADO SPORTS HALL OF FAME: Jeffco Public Schools has a favorite son in the Colorado Sports Hall of Fame. Tom Hancock, who coached Lakewood High School’s football team to three state titles, is the newest member of the state’s sports legends. Hancock had a 15-season football record of 137-36-3 with 10 conference titles and six appearances in the state championship game. He also coached wrestling and track (including a state title). Hancock, whose father is also in the hall of fame, was a pioneer in high school weightlifting and brought the national coach-of-the-year clinics in football to Colorado. After teaching, he served two decades as the district’s Director of Physical Education. Hancock and five others were honored at the 42nd annual induction banquet Tuesday, April 18, 2006.
POMONA TEACHER ONE OF 19 NATIONALLY TO WIN EDUCATOR’S AWARD: Dr. Thomas Bindel infuses rigor and excitement into his eleventh- and twelfth-grade Pomona High School chemistry classes, which is not unusual within Jeffco Public Schools. What is unusual about his style of teaching is his creative methods inspire his students to learn subtle and abstract concepts like quantum numbers, thermo-dynamics and stoichiometry.  His teaching style, along with publishing, earned him the Amgen Award for Science Teaching Excellence. The annual awards program recognizes extraordinary contributions by educators across the country and Puerto Rico who are elevating the level of science literacy through creativity in the classroom and motivation of students. Bindel receives an unrestricted $5,000 award while Pomona receives a $5,000 grant to be used for the expansion or enhancement of its science program, resources or professional development of its science teachers. Amgen, is a biotechnology company that discovers, develops, manufactures and markets important human therapeutics for serious illnesses.  
DAKOTA RIDGE JUNIOR TEES OFF FOR NATIONALS: Matt Stratton is clearly one of the nation’s best high school golfers, and to prove it he was recently named to the Future Collegiate World Tour National Golf Team. Matt, a junior at Dakota Ridge High School, is a member of the U.S. team that travels to Scotland this summer to take on other national teams. The 17-year-old is the captain of Dakota Ridge’s varsity golf team, a three-time letterman, state qualifier and two-time all-Jefferson County league recipient.  He also carries a 3.6 GPA and is a two-time All-State Academic team member.  

TWO JEFFCO STUDENTS WIN NATIONAL PTA HONORS: More than 19,000 students nationwide competed, but when it came to the winners Natalie Plotkin of Deer Creek Middle School, and Olivia LeBlanc of West Jefferson Elementary School captured two of the top national PTA Reflections awards.  Natalie, an eighth-grader, won an Award of Merit for her musical composition and Olivia, a first-grader, won an Award of Excellence for her photography entry. Both girls won from a field of eight recognized artists (out of 50 state winners) in their respective age and art area contests. Natalie and Olivia’s pieces will be on display at the Colorado PTA convention this month and at the National PTA convention in Phoenix this summer. This year, 65 Jeffco Public Schools participated in the Reflections art program.
MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT HAS THE RECIPE FOR SUCCESS: Rachel Laus, an eighth-grader at Ken Caryl Middle School, is the Region I winner of the fourth annual National Middle School Healthy Recipe Contest. Rachel prepared a recipe from her heritage and then submitted a paper and pictures of her recipe to the contest judges. For winning, the eighth-grader receives a $3,000 annual renewable scholarship to Johnson & Wales University.
JEFFCO OPEN HOST BENEFIT CONCERT FOR NEW RECORDING STUDIO: Jefferson County Open School has a new recording studio (including a mixing console and digital recorders), thanks to a generous $13,000 donation from MacHawley. But the studio needs more equipment to be fully operational. This semester, secondary students began learning about the tools used in a recording studio, and despite a lack of equipment, they even produced their own recordings. The school’s goal is to eventually have older students teach younger students about recording as part of an all-school program. To help outfit the studio, the Jeffco Open School Music Department is holding a solo acoustic benefit concert, featuring Wendy Woo and Angie Stevens (with student Lilly Scott opening the show) at 7 p.m. Sunday, April 23, at the school, 7655 West 10th Ave., Lakewood. Tickets are $10. For more information, call music teacher Kara Olyowski at 303-982-7079. 
Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

