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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

April 2006
IV
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
NINETEEN SCHOOLS EARN ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE AWARDS: The Colorado Department of Education has given 19 Jefferson County Public Schools "John Irwin School of Excellence" awards for ranking in the top eight percent of state schools in overall academic performance based on the 2005 School Accountability Reports. The award, named after a former state legislator, is part of the Colorado School Awards Program created in the 2000 by the Colorado General Assembly to recognize the highest-performing and most-improved public schools in the state, as determined by the School Accountability Reports. The reports rate schools on academic performance and growth, based on standardized test results. The John Irwin Award winners for 2005 are:


	Elementary Schools
Bear Creek  
Bergen Valley  
Bradford Intermediate  
Dennison  
Kyffin
Maple Grove
Normandy
Parmalee
Ralston 
Shaffer
	Middle Schools
Bear Creek K-8 
D’Evelyn Junior/Senior
Evergreen  
The Manning School
Rocky Mountain Academy of Evergreen
West Jefferson
	High Schools
Conifer High School
D’Evelyn Junior/Senior 
Evergreen High School


JEFFCO SCHOOLS EARNS NATIONAL AWARDS FOR FINANCIAL REPORTING: The Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting has been awarded to Jeffco Public Schools for its comprehensive annual financial report. This is the twenty third year Jeffco Public Schools has won this prestigious award, which is presented by the Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada.  The award is the highest form of recognition in the area of governmental accounting and financial reporting, and its attainment represents a significant accomplishment by a government and its management.  Kathleen Askelson, director of accounting for Jeffco Public Schools, was recognized with her fifth Award of Financial Reporting Achievement from the GFOA for her work in preparing the annual financial report. The GFOA is an association of 16,000 government finance professionals with offices in Chicago and Washington, D.C.

DEER CREEK STUDENT’S “GUMMIES” WINS NATIONAL AWARD: Nate Vogels, an eighth grader at Deer Creek Middle School, is the winner of a 2006 National Scholastic Art and Writing Awards Silver Key for his candy product piece, School Bus Gummies. Nate, who won a Gold Key at the state level, is the only middle school student from Jefferson County to receive this national award. His graphic design will be displayed in New York.  To add to his recognitions Nate also took fifth place (competing against middle through high school students from across the nation) in the Toolfactory.Com art contest.  
WARREN TECH PROGRAM RECEIVES NATIONAL ACCREDITATION: The Power Equipment and Motorcycle Technology program at Warren Tech High School has received national accreditation from the Equipment and Engine Training Council (EETC). The Council is the governing body for power equipment. Students will now be able to take the EETC industry certification tests required by many manufacturers; the certification helps students become more employable nationwide.
ARVADA WEST NOTED IN NATIONAL MAGAZINE: The feature story in the April 21-23, 2006 edition of USA Weekend is the 15th Annual Make A Difference Day Awards.  Although it did not make the top 10, Arvada West High School was selected for the “More Heroes” segment for its preschool and family center program.
ANNUAL BEDDING PLANT SALE IN PROGRESS: The Warren Tech Garden Center annual Spring Bedding Plant Sale is in progress through Thursday, June 1. Come stock up on a wide array of quality plants at a reasonable price and help support the Garden Center in the process. Hanging baskets, patio planters, perennials, annuals, herbs and vegetables are for sale. Garden center hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, and 8 a.m. to noon Saturdays.  For more information call 303-982-8586.

TAKE A STROLL AT THE JEFFERSON ARTS WALK: Join the students and staff of Jefferson High School for an evening of inspiring art celebrating students' talents in their performance of literary, musical and visual arts. The Arts Walk and Awards Night includes a silent auction fundraiser from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 4, at the school. Funds raised will be used for supplies, textbooks and presentation materials.

Entertainment and performances includes Forklorico (Mexican dance), hip hop and break dancing, mime performances, jewelry displays, the Drummin' Saints drum line, the school’s Clown Club and the Troop dance group. For more information call 303-982-2856.
MOLHOLM ELEMENTARY HITS HALF-CENTURY MARK: Molholm Elementary School (6000 West 9th Avenue in Lakewood) will celebrate its 50th anniversary with an open house from 4 to 6 p.m. on Thursday, May 11 in the school's library. All current and former students, staff, parents, and community members are invited to join the celebration of distinction as the school embarks on the road to its next fifty years. The Molholm Culture Committee is looking for former students, teachers, staff and families that may be interested in contributing information or memorabilia from their past experiences at the school. Call 303-982-6240 for more information.
JEFFCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS MAY SHOW SCHEDULE: Jeffco Public Schools offers a variety of student entertainment programs that are open to the public.  For the month of May the following student productions are offered.  Most concerts are free; call each school for additional information.*
	May
	Time
	Show
	High School
	*Contact Number

	2 & 3
	9:30 am
	Musical Matinee
	Arvada  
	0162

	2
	7 p.m.
	Band Concert
	Green Mountain  
	9500

	3
	7 p.m.
	Small Ensemble Recital
	Arvada West  
	1303

	3
	7 p.m.
	Band and Orchestra Concert
	Bear Creek  
	8855

	3
	7 p.m.
	Instrumental Concert
	Pomona  
	0710

	4
	7 p.m.
	Choir “Pops” Concert
	Bear Creek  
	8855

	4
	7 p.m.
	Choir Concert
	Green Mountain  
	9500

	4
	7 p.m.
	Instrumental Awards Concert
	Ralston Valley  
	5600

	4, 5, 6
	7 p.m.
	Brigadoon
	Arvada  
	0162

	4-6
	7 p.m.
	A Shakespeare Comedy
	Columbine
	4400

	8
	7 p.m.
	Vocal Concert
	Wheat Ridge  
	7695


* School telephone numbers begin with 303-982-
Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

