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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

August 2005
 I
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools and as always, thank you for your support!
DISTRICT RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF “BOLD 100:” Jeffco Public Schools has been selected as a recipient of the 2005 CIO 100 award, an annual award program that recognizes organizations around the world that exemplify the highest level of operational and strategic excellence in information technology.
The award will be presented to Marcia Bohannon, district chief information officer at the 2005 CIO 100 Symposium in San Diego this week. Jeffco Public Schools, the only public school system to be honored this year, was selected for its unique reinvention of its information technology department using a project management office and other governance tools. Judges cited the work of the IT department in a time of shrinking budgets and other financial constraints. CIO magazine annually identifies and honors 100 organizations that are distinguished in a particular business theme.  
BRADY EXPLORATION SCHOOL RIBBON CUTTING: You are invited to a ribbon cutting ceremony Wednesday, Aug. 24, for the Brady Exploration School, 5290 W. Ohio Ave., Lakewood. The ribbon cutting takes place in the school gym, starting at 6 p.m. The school l is named after Kirk Brady, a long-time member of the Jeffco Board of Education. Brady Exploration School is the district’s newest option school, offering a K-12 curriculum with a goal of developing self-directed learners. The school offers a low student-to-teacher ratio and multi-age classrooms that focuses on relationships, rigor, relevance, responsibility and readiness upon graduation. Brady Exploration School’s curriculum also stresses hands-on, experiential learning and promotes a collaborative school, family and community partnership. Troy Braley is the school’s first principal.   
MEIKLEJOHN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GROUNDBREAKING: You are also invited to the Al Meiklejohn Elementary School groundbreaking ceremony on Tuesday, Sept. 6, at 5:30 p.m.  The ceremony takes place at 13405 W. 83rd Ave. in the Five Parks’ subdivision of Arvada. The school is named after Al Meiklejohn, a resident of Arvada and former Jeffco Public Schools Board of Education president. The $9.8 million elementary school will be built to accommodate 768 students and will include 32 classrooms, a gymnasium, art and music rooms, a library information center and a full-service kitchen with cafeteria.  The 13-acre site will also include playground areas and multi-purpose sports fields.   
JEFFCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS’ 2005 BOETTCHER SCHOLARS HONOR TEACHERS: Six Jeffco Public Schools teachers and the students they taught who earned 2005 Boettcher Scholarships were recently recognized by the Boettcher Foundation. The Boettcher Teacher Recognition Awards program is an opportunity for Boettcher Scholars to extend their gratitude to the counselors, principals and teachers who provided them with an outstanding education. The teachers were recognized with a plaque and a $1,000 check to be used toward a special program or project at their schools.  The 2005 Jeffco Public Schools’ Boettcher Scholars and the teachers honored are:
Student
School
Teacher
School
 

Megan Bock
Alameda   
Michael Goodman
Alameda  

Rachel Colorosa
Arvada West   
Peter Waalkes
Oberon Middle   

Julie Markham
Dakota Ridge
Sue Steffen
Dakota Ridge
Rosio Martinez
Standley Lake
Roy Dean
Standley Lake
Jimmy Peng
Dakota Ridge
George Dinwiddie
Columbine High

Cassiope Sydoriak
Lakewood
Kevin Moore
Lakewood HS

JUMPING EAGLES WIN JUNIOR OLYMPICS GOLD: The Jumping Eagles rope jumping team brought home a gold medal in the “Double Dutch” competition at the AAU Junior Olympics held in New Orleans last month. The team of eighth graders Danny Vaninger, Brooke Theis and Hannah Stafford, and seventh grader L.J. LaVecchia, all from Deer Creek Middle School, beat 52 other teams to capture the Jumping Eagle’s first team gold medal.  Members of the Jumping Eagles have won individual gold and bronze medals in national and international competition, but this is the first time the group captured a team medal, according to E.J. Boillet, the team’s coach and a physical education teacher at Ute Meadows Elementary School. The Jumping Eagles have been competing for 14 years and performs throughout Colorado and the U.S. The team is preparing for the U.S. Trials, which take place March 18-19 in Boulder. The top two teams qualify for nationals, which are being held next July in Toronto, Canada.
BUSINESSES HELP WELCOME FAMILIES BACK TO SCHOOL: In another sign of business, parent and education cooperation, Hackberry Hill Elementary School hosted its Back to School Night August 18 with an Italian meal for 450 donated by Carrabbas Italian Grill of Westminster.  The event, held under an 800-square-foot canopy donated by KD Kanopy, also of Westminster, was hosted by the school’s PTA. Hackberry Hill is the magnet school for the Gifted Center Program in the north area of Jeffco Public Schools.    
Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.
