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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

December 2005
I
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
SCHOOL WALKS FOR DIABETES RESEARCH: In early November Vanderhoof Elementary School held the School Walk for Diabetes.  First thru sixth graders, who walked 20 minutes during their Specials period, raised more than $5,000 for the American Diabetes Association.  The donation helps educate, advocate and provide potential cures for diabetes for more than 20.6 million Americans who have the disease and the seven million who unknowingly are affected.  
“ALTERNATIVE” CLASS EARNS TEACHER NATIONAL AWARD: Matthew Brown, a Lakewood High School technology teacher, is the recipient of the 2005 Renewable Energy Teacher Award. The award recognizes high school teachers who demonstrate exemplary science teaching in renewable energy and energy efficiency. Brown started the course "Introduction to Alternative and Renewable Energy," which includes energy efficiency, solar, wind, hydrogen, biomass, geothermal, hydroelectric and nuclear energy.   The award is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy's National Renewable Energy Laboratory's Office of Education Programs.
COLLABORATION CREATES COLORADO’S JAPANESE GARDEN: Students from Jefferson County Open School recently worked with artist Rokko Aoyoma, described as "one of Colorado's most imaginative and original artists," in creating the Avant Garden. The exhibit, made of recycled materials, models a Japanese Garden. The students worked with Ms. Aoyoma over the course of six weeks. They were introduced to her unique perspectives, watched films about Japanese gardens and visited the Denver Botanical Gardens in preparation for creating the art garden. The exhibit is on display at the Platte Forum gallery, 1610 Little Raven Street, through Dec. 2.

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR SUPPORTS CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL:  Westgate Elementary School students are ready to ride to help Children’s Hospital as part of the school’s Positive Behavior program. Students have collected hundreds of toys, which will be delivered to the hospital Dec. 4 as part of the annual "Harley Toy Ride." As an incentive, students who donate toys or money are eligible for a drawing and a chance to ride in the “parade” on Principal Robert Linton’s motorcycle.  The Program encourages positive student actions with positive rewards.  
“LITTLE” RUNNERS GOBBLE IT UP: The Little Elementary School Running Club held its 13th Annual Turkey Trot Nov. 22.  Students ran the school’s quarter-mile track during recess in exchange for a token (each representing one mile). The tokens earned students a spot in the school’s Mile Club, which ranges from 10 to 200 miles. Students also donated nonperishable food items for the Arvada Food Bank. For each item, the child’s name was entered into a raffle to win prizes donated by parent volunteers. 

Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

