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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

December 2005
II
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
DANIELS FUND SUPPORTS BUDGETING FOR RESULTS: Jeffco Public Schools received a $179,000 Daniels Fund grant to support the new Budgeting for Results process being implemented to develop the district’s 2006-07 budget.  Budgeting for Results is designed to support the district’s commitment to student achievement in the face of limited resources. The process fosters the identification of innovations, efficiencies and cost savings so that the district may fund what truly makes a difference in student achievement. The process will create a balanced budget that requires the district’s leadership to align its resources, services and structures with the district’s core mission of improving achievement for each and every student.   
KIWANIS ASTRONOMY CENTER DEDICATION SET: Jeffco Public Schools hosts the Kiwanis Astronomy Center at Windy Peak Outdoor Education Laboratory School dedication ceremony at 10 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 10. Thirteen Jefferson County Kiwanis Clubs raised more than $440,000 through the “Share the Stars” project to build the 1,900-square-foot astronomy building.  Retired NASA astronaut and 1972 Evergreen High School graduate Jeff Ashby is the featured speaker. The dedication, open to the public, takes place at 20973 Wellington Lake Road, 8.5 miles southeast of Bailey.
JEFFCO OPEN’S 35th ANNIVERSARY & PEACE NIGHT: The public is invited to the 5th annual Jefferson County Open School Peace Night and the school’s 35th anniversary celebration, Friday, Dec. 9.  The evening includes performances and presentations portraying the unique ways the school approaches creating a peaceful world.  Among the projects the school community will dedicate that evening is a tile mural dedicated to promoting peace within the school community and within the world.  The event also marks the beginning of events celebrating the school’s 35th anniversary and its upcoming 30th graduating class.  The school is located at 7655 West 10th Avenue in Lakewood.
JEFFCO ATHLETES TOP FINAL FOOTBALL STATISTICS: Half of the 2005 state football leaders are from Jeffco Public Schools. Jacob Spitzlberger of Bear Creek High School, with 2,434 yards passing and 27 touchdowns, is the leading Class 5A passer. His teammate, Aromous Robinson, led the league in rushing with 1,163 yards and 13 touchdowns.  In 4A competition Nate Goergen of Golden High School led all quarterbacks with 2,874 yards passing and 26 touchdowns.  Oscar Murray of Alameda High School outran all Class 3A running backs with 1,850 yards and 13 touchdowns. D’Evelyn High School’s quarterback Mark Schaffer and wide receiver Tom Kastens finished first in their respective categories. Schaffer passed for 2,872 yards and 21 touchdowns; Karstens caught 81 passes for 1,147 yards and six touchdowns.
STUDENTS HOLD MOCK CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS: Forty eight of Fremont Elementary School sixth-grade teacher Linda Mullen’s students recently participated in a series of Congressional mock hearings. The students, divided into groups, were assigned subjects such as freedom of expression, the conflict between the large and small states at the Philadelphia convention, the basic purposes of the government and the separation of powers and checks and balances. The students defended their presentations before a panel of “judges,” all volunteers, including Arvada Mayor Ken Fellman and representatives from city, county, state and federal governments.   
CHOIR HIGHLIGHTS EVERGREEN HOLIDAY EVENT: The Evergreen High School choir, under the direction of Bill Loper, led more than 300 families in carols at the annual Evergreen Chamber of Commerce Community Christmas tree lighting ceremony Dec. 2.  The students performed a variety of holiday music favorites, before heading out to welcome Santa Claus, drink hot chocolate and eat smores.
COLORADO FIRST LADY CELEBRATES READING:  First Lady Frances Owens led a read-a-thon to 60 Pennington Elementary School students Dec. 2 as part of the seventh annual nationwide “Scholastic Read for 2006.” The annual children's reading initiative, in which every governor selects one school, encourages children, parents and teachers to set aside time to pick up a book and read to affirm the importance of reading every day.  Symbolically, the read-a-thon brought all of these people to gather together and read for 2005 seconds. Ms. Owens, who represented the governor, also gave a book to each student. 

STUDENT PERFORMERS “WRAP IT UP:” The Alameda High School Ballet Folklorico Internacional holds its holiday season performance at 4 p.m., Friday, Dec. 9, at the Denver West Barnes & Noble.  Students will share the history of Las Posadas, a Mexican holiday tradition, as well as singing and dancing.  The group, under the direction of Lucia Lightfield, will also wrap presents for free (Barnes & Noble will donate a percentage of purchases to the group).

Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

