[image: image1.wmf]
Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

February 2006
I
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
GOLDEN STUDENT WINS NFL PUNT, PASS AND KICK COMPETITION:  Ryan Stokes, an eighth grader at Bell Middle School, is this year’s national winner in the NFL Pepsi Punt, Pass and Kick competition for 12- and 13-year-olds. Stokes is one of two students from Jefferson County to reach this year’s finals. Mitchell Elementary School sixth grader Lindsey Horan finished fourth in the girl’s 12- and 13-year-old division. Over four million students nationwide participated in the annual competition.  Stokes and Horan initially competed in August and September with 4,000 other students in the Denver Broncos’ region (Colorado, New Mexico, Wyoming, Nebraska and Utah).   The two Golden students then proceeded to the sectional level, competing against 50 participants in their age groups.  Stokes and Horan advanced to the Broncos’ final competition, held at the Denver vs. New York Jets’ game in December, and earned an all-expense paid trip to the AFC playoff game in Indianapolis for the finals. NFL stars who have won the Punt Pass and Kick competition include quarterbacks Brett Favre (Green Bay Packers), Drew Bledsoe (Dallas Cowboys) and Vinny Testaverde (New York Jets), and kicker Matt Stover (Baltimore Ravens).
STUDENTS BUILD A BRIDGE TO THE FUTURE: A collaborative public art project between Jeffco Public Schools and the City of Lakewood is turning a landmark bridge on Olde Kipling Road into a creative art piece. More than 400 art students from three area schools – Green Gables Elementary, Bear Creek K-8, and Bear Creek High School – participated in creating four large mosaic tile murals on pillars that border the bridge’s span.  An unveiling of the artwork and a ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held at 9:50 a.m., Friday, Feb. 24 at the bridge on Olde Kipling Road near Dartmouth in Lakewood. The students were led by art teachers Bohdan Oryshchyn (Green Gables), Jordan Backsen (Bear Creek K-8) and Torrey Carlton (Bear Creek High).  The teachers worked with City of Lakewood staff and construction contractors to incorporate the artwork into the bridge design. Each corner of the bridge features a mural that represents the four seasons, including a leaf, the sun, a flower and a snowflake.  Oryshchyn said thousands of broken colored tiles were hand painted, glazed and fired for the project.   
JEFFCO SCHOOLS ARTWORK TO BE DISPLAYED AT DIA: More than 3,100 students statewide entered the 2006 Colorado Regional Scholastic Art and Writing Awards.  Only 50 awards were presented, and of these 11 were Jeffco Public Schools’ students.  Among their recognitions is having their artwork on temporary display at Denver International Airport from Feb. 20 to April 17. The student’s artwork is expected to be seen by the estimated 672,000 passengers who will travel through airport over the course of the exhibition.

	Student
	High School

	Jessica Schoepflin  
	Arvada West  

	Amanda Massholder
	Arvada

	Michael Vogler
	Conifer

	Shane Milek
	Conifer

	Kelsey Salisbery
	Pomona

	Kaylee Harlow
	Pomona

	Madeline Cole
	Ralston Valley

	Julie Williams
	Ralston Valley

	Ashley Machacek
	Wheat Ridge

	Kirby Reagan
	Standley Lake

	Ashlie Lock
	Standley Lake


Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

