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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

February 2006
IV
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
CONSTRUCTION STARTS ON CHATFIELD SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL: Construction equipment is now onsite for Phase I of the site development upgrade and remodel of Chatfield Senior High School. The earthwork and excavation equipment are part of the initial work, including surveying and excavating for new athletic fields and tennis courts. Chatfield is scheduled to receive more than $26 million in improvements, including a new wing, increased parking, an additional gym and infrastructure improvements.  Construction on the school is scheduled to begin by March 2006.  The school is being funded from capital improvement bonds approved by voters in 2004.   

STUDENTS PLANT SEEDS FOR THE FUTURE:  Warren Tech High School horticulture teacher Susan Simons is helping her students grow as future horticulturalists. Her student team recently built a custom garden at the Colorado Garden Show.  The students had four days to plant and landscape their formal southern garden.  The display included live trees and flowers from the school’s greenhouse.  The garden also included a pond, waterfall, river rock and layered stones.  No southern porch would be complete without a rocking chair, so the team went one better by displaying two. 
DEER CREEK STUDENT ADVANCES TO NATIONAL CONTEST: Remember the name Natalie Plotkin.  The talented Deer Creek Middle School eighth-grade student is an award-winning pianist.   At the Jefferson County and State of Colorado PTA Reflections competition, Natalie won first place in the middle school level for her original music composition Parisien Suite.  With her two victories, Natalie  advances to the national level.   
WEST WOODS TEAM CAPTURES MINDSTORMS’ AWARD:  A team of 10 students from West Woods Elementary School recently completed their first robotics tournament and they came away with the award for being the best rookies.  Led by teachers Dale Satran and Mike Hack, the team of fourth and sixth grade students competed in the eight-week First Lego League Robotics tournament. Their objective was to emulate a real world event or situation, then research, plan, build, program and test a fully autonomous robot.  The student’s focus was on team building, creative problem solving and analytical thinking, all of which they needed to complete their robot.  The robotics tournament for children ages 9-14 combines hands-on, minds-on challenges with a sports-like atmosphere using the LEGO® MINDSTORMS™ Technology. 
Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

