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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

January 2006
III
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
SCHOOL COMMEMORATES HALF CENTURY WITH “POPULAR” TREE: In celebration of Wilmore-Davis Elementary School’s 50th anniversary, the Wheat Ridge school commissioned a sculpture of the school mascot, a warrior's head, out of the remnants of a poplar tree that grew at the school for the last 40 years. The project saved the tree from being totally lost, and generated excitement among the school's 270 students.

JEFFERSON FOUNDATION GRANT SUPPORTS PILOT WRITING PROGRAM: Carmody Middle School instructional coach Lee Waldman is using a $1,500 grant from The Jefferson Foundation to develop a pilot writing program for his students. The grant will be used to purchase books at all reading levels and other educational materials. Students will explore the books for the "Six Traits of Writing," a model used to assess and teach writing in the classroom. Waldman intends to develop lesson plans that support the reading materials, and introduce the writing program as a means for other educators to teach these skills in their classrooms.

WRITERS SHARE EXPERIENCES WITH STUDENTS: Falcon Bluffs Middle School hosted a Writers Symposium Jan. 26, bringing together more than 20 journalists, authors, poets and writers to work with students. The featured guests met with groups of students to share their own experiences with writing and to lead students through a writing workshop activity pertaining to a specialty area, such as news and magazine reporting, journaling or poetry.

2006 REGIONAL SCHOLASTIC ART AWARDS: Eighteen students from five Jeffco Public middle and high schools earned Gold Keys at the 2006 Colorado Regional Scholastic Art and Writing Awards. To recognize their accomplishments their artwork is now on public display at the Museum of Outdoor Arts, the Englewood Public Library and the Englewood Civic Center through Feb. 7.  Additionally, their artwork will be sent to New York City’s Carnegie Hall to be judged this June along with more than 250,000 nationwide entries.  Jeffco Public School winners in the Gold Key category are:

Name
School
Winning Entry

Zoe Gauld 
Wheat Ridge High School
Photo

Adrian Volz
Wheat Ridge High School
Drawing

Katie Smith
Wheat Ridge High School
Jewelry

Aria Cardinale
Wheat Ridge High School
Jewelry

Jennifer Damm
Wheat Ridge High School
Jewelry

Linnea Hoover
Warren Tech/Ralston Valley high schools
Computer art

Ian Townsend
Standley Lake High School
Jewelry

Daniel Holtzinger
Standley Lake High School
Jewelry

Will Curtiss
Lakewood High School
Drawing

Aaron Eddy
Conifer High School
Drawing



Derik Kammerzel
Conifer High School
Drawing 

Amanda Mossholder
Arvada High School
General Portfolio

Joe Saccomano
Arvada High School
Painting

Amanda Mossholder
Arvada High School
Painting

Jesse Caruth
Summit Ridge Middle School
Photo

Nathan Vogels
Deer Creek Middle School
Product Design

Rachel Strie
Deer Creek Middle School
Sculpture
The Awards Ceremony for Gold and Silver Key winners was held Jan. 29 at The Gates Concert Hall in the Newman Center for Performing Arts on the University of Denver campus.
ARVADA WEST HOSTS ANNUAL ARTS FESTIVAL:  The fourth annual Arvada Performing Arts and Cultural Festival will be held Saturday, Feb. 4, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Arvada West High School.
The day will be filled with music, dance, storytelling and theatre, as well as prizes.  The festival is free and open to the public.
Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

