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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

March 2006
II
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
CHICKEN SOUP BOOK SERIES TO FEATURE WHEAT RIDGE WRITER: Andrea Reese, a sophomore at Wheat Ridge High School, wrote a true and personal story that was accepted for publication in this month’s release of Chicken Soup for the Kid’s Soul 2. Her contribution, “The Deal,” was selected from thousands to be included in the internationally acclaimed Chicken Soup for the Soul series. Andrea wrote the story nearly eight years ago after her grandfather had suffered a heart attack. As she visited him in the hospital she made a deal that she would stop sucking her thumb if he stopped smoking. The deal was sealed when both agreed to give up their nasty habits. Andrea said she wrote the story at the time in the hopes that others would learn about the effects of cigarette smoking. 
COLUMBINE TRAINER TURNS NUGGETS TO DOLLARS: Columbine High School athletic trainer Catherine West was recently chosen as a runner up for the Denver Nuggets’ State Athletic Training program. Catherine received a $500 check (for her program) and a plaque at the Mar. 4 Denver Nuggets and Orlando Magic game.
DISTRICT ATHLETICS STAFF RECEIVE AWARDS: Laura Haase, an assistant principal and Athletics Director at Alameda High School, is one of the National Sportsmanship Day's Sports Ethics Fellows for 2006. Laura will serve as an ambassador of ethics and sportsmanship and assist with the expansion and promotion of National Sportsmanship Day. Kent Waryan, an assistant principal and Athletics Director at Lakewood High School, is scheduled to be honored as the Colorado 4A Athletics Director of the Year at the 33rd annual Colorado Athletics Directors Association Conference.  Gretchen Godfrey, a retired assistant principal and Athletics Director from Arvada High School, will also be honored at the conference with the Bob Ottewill Award, which honors the outstanding retired athletics director in Colorado.

 

2006 REFLECTIONS WINNERS HEADING TO NATIONALS:  Twenty Jeffco Public Schools’ artists were recently recognized, with 11 winning gold medals, at the Colorado PTA Reflections contest. The theme for this year was “I wonder why?”  All of the gold award winners will compete at the national PTA competition in Phoenix in July.  Jeffco Public School winners are:
	Medal
	Student
	Focus Area
	Title
	School

	Gold
	Isabelle Martin
	Literature
	“Nature:  I Wonder About Nature”
	Elk Creek Elementary

	Silver
	Allison Savoy
	Literature
	“I Wonder Why…”
	Parmalee Elementary

	Silver
	Erin Riccio
	Literature
	I Wonder Why…”
	Red Rocks Elementary

	Gold
	Megan Richter
	Literature
	“I Wonder Why…The Drugs Don’t Leave”
	Ralston Valley High

	Silver
	Daniel Neligh
	Literature
	“For Those Who’ve Suffered”
	Lakewood High

	Gold
	Olivia Le Blanc
	Photography
	“Heart Transplant…I Wonder Why
	West Jefferson Elementary

	Silver
	Lilly Avery
	Photography
	“I Wonder Why Flowers Are So Colorful”
	Kyffin Elementary

	Gold
	Chloe Avery
	Photography
	“I Wonder Why My Shadow Can Tell it’s Own Story”
	Kyffin Elementary

	Silver
	Zach Shoemaker
	Photography
	“I Wonder Why Crocs Are So Popular”
	Dennison Elementary

	Gold
	Alexis Tolbert
	Visual Arts
	“I Wonder Why Clowns Are So Magical”
	Bradford Elementary

	Gold
	Cierra Brusenbach
	Visual Arts
	“Spirit Within My Heart”
	Mitchell Elementary

	Gold
	David Mayns
	Visual Arts
	“I Wonder Why Ther is Day and Night”
	Zerger Elementary

	Gold
	Marion Jeffords
	Visual Arts
	“Soul Keeper”
	Alameda High

	Silver
	Carter Jackson
	Musical Composition
	  “I Wonder Why…”
	Dennison Elementary

	Silver
	Sarah Zimmerman
	Musical Composition
	“One Question-A Thousand Answers”
	Dennison Elementary

	Gold
	Natalie Plotkin
	Musical Composition
	“Parisian Dance Suite”
	Deer Creek Middle

	Silver
	Tamsen Fuller  
	Musical Composition
	“I Wonder Why Bullets Fly”
	Deer Creek Middle

	Silver
	Micheal Dyer
	Musical Composition
	“Reflections of A Dreamy Sky”
	Devinny Elementary

	Gold
	Kyle Jones
	Musical Composition
	“Fire Dance”  
	Standley Lake High

	Silver
	Kristopher Mahan
	Musical Composition
	 “I Wonder Why there Can’t Be Peace”
	Lakewood High


Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

