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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

March 2006
V
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
O’CONNELL, ALAMEDA EARN PUBLICH HEALTH CHAMPION AWARDS:  Students from O’Connell Middle School and Alameda High School are winners of the 2005 Jefferson County Public Health Champion of the Year Award. Last summer O’Connell’s seventh graders Selina Cassillo, Hunter Espinosa, Abe Gorjoux, Illana Gorjoux, Amber Jackson, Brianna Martinez and Sara Wynne used photography to document the prevalence of tobacco product placement and advertising directed towards youth in retail stores. The Get Real Coalition, led by teacher and sponsor Kathy Penn, presented their findings to the Jefferson County Board of Health and community groups advocating for stronger youth tobacco access laws. The special needs students in the Alameda Challenge Program, Matt Armijo, Becky Butterfield, Gaby Lara-Garcia, Jillian Jennings, Matt Lopez, Pete Nevarez, Carly Press, Andrew Sharp and Ashley Shedd, volunteer weekly at the county health department. The program, led by teachers Dan Bennett, Joanne Castro, Carol Daugherty, Karla Eagan and Adam Varvil, works with the county Health Care Program for Children with Special Needs to assist these youth by providing them with real-life work experience.  The award recognizes individuals, businesses and organizations that make an important contribution to the public’s health when it is not their primary responsibility.
DAKOTA RIDGE SENIOR WINS ACADEMIC ALL STAR AWARD: Eric Whelan is the March 2006 Academic All Star Award winner.  Eric was nominated because of his high level of volunteerism at Westridge Elementary School and for his academic achievements at Dakota Ridge High School.  The award honors sophomore, junior and senior students who exemplify not only scholarship, but integrity and an interest in others both in and out of school.  In winning the monthly award Eric received a laptop computer. This May, Eric and four other finalists will compete for a $5,000 scholarship. Should he win his school will also receive a $5,000 award.  The award is sponsored by 7News and Mountain States Toyota.

COLORADO’S DUTCH CREEK HELPS AFRICAN SCHOOL: As part of their African study unit fourth grade classes at Dutch Creek Elementary School collected books for an impoverished school in Tanzania, East Africa. Kahunda Elementary School, with 1,500 students learning in eight classrooms (with only nine teachers), is located near Lake Victoria. The African school had 500 books before the Colorado project began. Dutch Creek fourth graders brought their families' used children's books and from their efforts more than 500 books were shipped to the Tanzanian school. Thanks go to R.W.Beck, Inc. of Denver which covered the cost of shipping the books.  
STUDENTS LEARN SPANISH AND EXPERIENCE CULTURE IN MEXICO.  More than 30 Jefferson County Open School students, on two separate trips, recently traveled, lived, worked and learned in the small fishing village of Teacapan, Mexico. The trips fully immersed the Jefferson County students in Spanish language and culture studies. The Jeffco Open students participated in home stays, lasting from three nights to two weeks, with families who speak no English.  The students immersed themselves in the town by doing work and community service.  

APRIL ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE: Jeffco Public Schools offers a variety of student entertainment programs that are open to the public.  For the month of April the following student productions are offered.  Most concerts are free; call each school for additional information.*

	Date(s)
	Time
	Show
	High School
	Contact Number

	1
	7 p.m.
	Arvada HS Chorale with the Alpine Chorale
	Arvada 
	0162

	5
	7 p.m.
	Wheat Ridge Area Choral Festival
	Wheat Ridge 
	7695

	6
	7 p.m.
	Dakota Ridge HS Instrumental Concert
	Dakota Ridge 
	1970

	6 – 8
	7 p.m.
	Seven Brides for Seven Brothers
	Arvada West
	1303

	6-8
	7 p.m.
	Arvada West Musical
	Arvada West 
	1303

	7
	7 p.m.
	Standley Lake Articulation Area Vocal Concert
	Standley Lake 
	3311

	4
	7 p.m.
	Pomona Area String Festival
	Pomona 
	0710

	12
	6:30 p.m.
	Talent Show
	Standley Lake 
	3311

	13
	7 p.m.
	Bear Creek HS Chamber Recital
	Bear Creek 
	8855

	18
	7:30 p.m.
	Evergreen Area Choral Festival
	Evergreen 
	5140

	25
	7 p.m.
	Bear Creek HS Guitar Recital
	Bear Creek 
	8855

	26 – 29
	7 p.m. 
	Cupid's Comedy Cabaret
	Wheat Ridge
	7695



* School telephone numbers begin with 303-982-

Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

