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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

May 2006
I
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER WINS NATIONAL AWARD: Richard “Rick” Rush is one of 17 nationally, and the only recipient from Colorado, to receive the National School Public Relations Association’s 2006 Outstanding Communicator Award. The award, which was presented to Rush in a surprise ceremony at the Key Communicator’s Annual Meeting May 3, recognizes the Littleton resident for his exceptional communication skills in helping to support the success of students and schools in Jefferson County.  Rush became actively involved beginning with his own children’s schools’ Combined Decision Making and Accountability committees. He contributed heavily at each of his three local schools, all of which were rated “high” or “excellent” on the Colorado School Accountability Report, with one being selected as a National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence. A recognized expert in financial management, he volunteered to serve on school, and district budget committees. The Board of Education selected Rush to serve on the Citizen Review, Compensation Review and Financial Oversight Committee. He is currently the chair of the district’s Strategic Planning Advisory Council, a statutory group of citizens and school officials. Rush also served as a citizen co-chair for the district’s successful 3A and 3B Bond and Mill Levy victories in 2004.  
FOSTER TEACHER WINS STATE AWARD: The annual Jared Polis Foundation Teacher Recognition Awards was held May 2, and Dawn Axelson, a third and fourth grade teacher at Foster Elementary School, was among the 15 honorees. Axelson received a $1,000 award and also won a $1,000 grant for her school The Jared Polis Foundation honored 15 teachers throughout the Denver Metro area who demonstrated commitment to their students, innovative and effective teaching and the ability to work collaboratively with colleagues to create a focused and positive school environment. The Butterfly Pavilion hosted the ceremony as part of Teacher Appreciation week.
FOURTEEN TAKE FIRST IN SKILLS USA COMPETITION: Jeffco Public Schools now has 14 students eligible to compete at the Skills USA national competition in Kansas City after each placed first in their respective state categories.  
	Miranda Gale
	Dakota Ridge 
	Job Interview

	Kevin Lang
	Bear Creek
	Quiz Bowl Team

	Jereth Phelps
	Conifer
	Quiz Bowl Team

	Mark Sanders
	Ralston Valley
	Quiz Bowl Team

	Joseph Seveland
	Ralston Valley
	Quiz Bowl Team

	Austin Camren
	Pomona
	Quiz Bowl Team

	Tyler Drake
	Warren Tech
	Carpentry

	Derek Shandonay
	Lakewood
	TV/Video Production Team

	Martin Bensten
	Green Mountain
	TV/Video Production Team

	Anthony Balke
	Green Mountain
	Web Design Production Team

	Andrew Ellis
	Chatfield
	Web Design Production Team

	Dan Glassman
	Warren Tech
	Automotive Service Technology

	Tiffany Wetherell
	Warren Tech
	Auto Collision Repair Technology

	Tyler Walker
	Evergreen
	Masonry


Curtis Heldenbrand and Nick Oliver, both of Dakota Ridge High School, captured a silver medal in the TV-video category. Taking home bronze medals were Ashley Grey of Golden High School (commercial ad design) and Jefferson County Open School’s Simon Benedict (auto collision repair). 

STUDENTS TO “HACK” THEIR HAIR FOR LOVE: More than 40 Hackberry Hill Elementary School students and family members have been growing their hair for more than a year to donate to Locks of Love. The program accepts locks of hair longer than ten inches in length to create wigs for children undergoing cancer treatments. All the participating students and family members will have their hair cut by volunteer stylists beginning at 8:30 a.m., Monday, May 15, at the school.
ALAMEDA STUDENTS SCHEUDLED TO SING ON 9NEWS: The Madrigal Singers from Alameda High School are scheduled to sing the National Anthem at approximately 12:20 p.m., Thursday, May 11 on Channel 9 News.
Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

