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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

May 2006
II
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!

2006 COLUMBINE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS ANNOUNCED: Sixteen Jeffco Public Schools seniors recently were awarded 2006 Columbine Memorial scholarships. The Columbine Memorial Scholarship Fund was created to honor those students and teachers involved in the tragedy at Columbine High School on April 20, 1999. The Fund is a collaborative effort of the Rocky Mountain News, The Jefferson Foundation and The Denver Foundation, which collectively donated a total of $28,000 in scholarships to the 16 students.

	Columbine High School seniors ($3,000)
	Jeffco Public Schools’ seniors ($1,500)
	Jeffco Public Schools Teacher Scholarship  ($1,000)

	David Hall
	Alejandra Coria-Espino
Jefferson High School
	Hannah Ellison
Lakewood High School

	Annie Holden
	Cheryl D’Epagnier
Golden High School
	

	Lindsay Hornbecker
	Jorge Gonzalez-Ramirez
Jefferson High School
	

	Rachel Lieberman
	Jessica Lim 
Green Mountain High School
	

	
	Monica Mitchell
Green Mountain High School
	

	
	Noelle Mitchell
Green Mountain High School
	

	
	Brenda Saenz
Jefferson High School
	

	
	Kali Smith
Alameda High School
	

	
	Zachary Stapleton
Green Mountain High School
	

	
	Ashlyn Wnek
Ralston Valley High School
	


DENNISON STUDENT READY TO CHECKMATE COMPETITORS: Curtis Crockett is only 12 years old, but his expertise as a chess player has propelled him to being Colorado’s best chance for a national chess title. Curtis, a sixth-grader at Dennison Elementary School and a descendant of Davy Crockett, is competing this weekend against 2,000 other students at the 2006 Bert Lerner National Elementary School Chess Championships in Denver. Rated 30th in the country for his age group and 15th for all players under 13  in quick chess, Curtis began playing the mind game (it’s no coincidence that the near-4.0 student’s favorite subject is math) when he was only 4. While Curtis is competing individually, a team from Coronado Elementary School is considered the best bet for a championship from a Colorado team.
STUDENTS HELP SALUTE TO SENIORS: Twenty-five Deer Creek Middle School students from Deb Marino’s leadership class put a smile on hundreds of senior citizens’ faces at the 17th annual Salute to Seniors event at the Colorado Convention Center Wednesday, May 10. The students volunteered to greet guests, help with directions, take tickets and pass out brochures at the event, which honors seniors and educates them on issues that affect them. The school initiative was organized by Joe and Betty Peterson of the Chatfield Intergenerational Issues Committee. The Joe Peterson Orchestra played at the event, which featured dancer Arthur Duncan of The Lawrence Welk Show. Deer Creek principal and committee chair Dr. Heather Beck said the organizers reported that the students were a delight to work with and they did a wonderful job. Mrs. Marino told Dr. Beck that she has never been more proud of her students and that they were ready to volunteer at next year’s event.
STUDENTS TO PERFORM IN MAJOR MUSICAL:  Fourth- through eighth-graders who sing with the Evergreen Children’s Chorale competed in a choir competition and came out winners in more ways than one…they will sing with the cast in the Broadway musical classic Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at the Buell Theater Tuesday, May 23 through Sunday, June 4. The group’s Jeffco students are from Bergen Valley, Marshdale and Wilmot elementaries, Creighton, Evergreen and West Jefferson middle schools and the Rocky Mountain Academy of Evergreen.

DISTRICT CAREER PROGRAM WINS REGIONAL AWARD: The Jeffco Public Schools Career and Technical Education (CTE) program and the Tri-County Workforce Center are the recipients of a 2006 Promoting Excellence Award. Striving toward mutual goals of student achievement, education completion, and preparing youth for the future, the district program has formed a collaborative partnership with the workforce center to increase awareness and accessibility of workforce services, expand career awareness and preparatory opportunities in the region. This included connecting workforce development with secondary and post-secondary career programs and connecting teachers, counselors and the workforce development staff with the Jefferson Economic Council and local businesses.

POWWOW AND ‘HONORING’ CEREMONY: The Jeffco Public Schools Indian Education Program is holding its annual Year-End Celebration Powwow at 4 p.m. Friday, May 19, at the Brady Exploration School gymnasium (5290 W. Ohio Ave., in Lakewood). The powwow features an evening steeped in cultural traditions, including an “honoring ceremony” to celebrate the academic successes and accomplishments of the district’s Indian students. Competitive Indian dancing will be a major attraction, including traditional, fancy, and grass dance contests for boys, and traditional, fancy shawl and jingle dress dance contests for girls. Other activities include “inter-tribal” social dancing, vendors offering native arts, crafts and jewelry, Indian foods, such as Indian tacos and fry bread, and a silent auction fundraiser. The evening will culminate with a special “grand entry” at 6 p.m., which will include an honoring ceremony for graduating seniors.

Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

