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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

May 2006
III
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!

JEFFCO EDUCATOR RECIPIENT OF PRESTIGIOUS INDIAN AWARD: Wilmore-Davis Elementary School American Indian educator Patti Fochi was awarded the American Indian or Alaska Native Educator award by the Native American Resource Group of the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. The award was presented at the museum's annual Buffalo Feast. Patti also worked on the third grade social studies unit First Americans, is a published poet, and teaches workshops on grief and loss as well as Native American literature at the University of Denver.

SENIOR VOLUNTEER RECOGNIZED AS SENIOR HERO: Dr. Bob Thomas, an English-as-a-Second Language volunteer at McClain Community High School, was recognized Thursday, May 18, as a 2006 Senior Hero Volunteer by the Jefferson County Council on Aging. Dr. Thomas was recognized for investing innumerable hours of tutoring and class mentoring and for setting up the Accelerated Reader Program. He was also an elementary school reading tutor through Oasis Volunteer Services. McClain provides alternative education for students of all ages, helping them earn their high school diplomas via non-traditional pathways.

STUDENTS HEADING FOR GLOBAL FINALS: Jeffco Public Schools will be well-represented by seven teams at the Destination Imagination Global Finals, taking place May 24-28 at the University of Tennessee, in Knoxville. The teams who advanced from the state tournament last month include Thunder From Down Under from Devinny Elementary School (Sharon Morgan, coach) and the Fifth Graders from Prospect Valley Elementary School (coached by Suzanne Paschke). Competing at the middle school level will be Splee from West Jefferson Middle School (coached by Nancy Pond). Representing Jeffco Public Schools at the high school level are Wailing Woodland Faeries from Arvada High School (coached by Andrew Gordon and Grant Euler) and three teams from Lakewood High School: Hide and Go Geek, What Box? and Freefyre. The coaches for these teams are Anna Wilson, Kevin and Joan Brown and Kathy and Forrest Jones. Destination Imagination, the world’s largest creative problem-solving youth competition, is based on the concept of divergent thinking and understanding that there is more than one-way to solve a problem.  
ALL-STATE CHOIRS ANNOUNCED: Forty-one student singers from 14 Jeffco Public high schools were selected to the Colorado All-State Mixed, Men’s or Women’s choirs:


Mixed
	Jessica Bruce 
	Bear Creek High School

	Elyse Gebes  
	D’Evelyn High School

	Janay Hagen 
	Ralston Valley High School

	Nadya Hill
	Columbine High School

	Zach Leonard
	Standley Lake High School

	Sarah Mondragon
	Columbine High School

	Kevin Quackenbush
	Arvada West High School

	Alison Rush 
	Chatfield Senior High School

	Amanda Schultz
	Chatfield Senior High School

	Jessica Thompson 
	Conifer High School

	Melody Vanderstoep
	Arvada West High School


Men’s

	David Anderson
	Arvada West High School

	Daniel Bollock
	Standley Lake High School

	Ben Christiensen
	Evergreen High School

	Michael Conrad
	Chatfield Senior High School

	Jeff Dixon 
	Standley Lake High School

	Antonio Domenick  
	Lakewood High School

	John Francis
	Arvada West High School

	Matthew Frisk
	Green Mountain High School

	Joseph Marion 
	Lakewood High School

	Jake Mendes
	Green Mountain High School

	Mark Peterson
	Conifer High School

	John Rotola
	Arvada West High School

	Sam Sherman
	Arvada West High School

	Brett Weisz
	Bear Creek High School


Women’s

	Kelsie Bedard
	Lakewood High School

	Christa Bentley 
	Chatfield Senior High School

	Courtney Brady
	Chatfield Senior High School

	Leanne Briggs
	Pomona High School

	Caitlin Cassell
	Wheat Ridge High School

	Hyein Cho
	Green Mountain High School

	Allison Columbin 
	Evergreen High School

	S. Kathleen Foley
	D’Evelyn High School

	Lexie Halgren
	Pomona High School

	Tiffany Haskett
	Chatfield Senior High School

	Whitney Meininger
	Wheat Ridge High School

	Heather Moody
	Alameda High School

	Megan Rippentrop
	Green Mountain High School

	Sara Preston
	Bear Creek High School

	Monica Turner
	D’Evelyn High School

	Elizabeth VanHoose 
	Standley Lake High School


Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

