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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

May 2006
IV
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!

D’EVELYN TEAM, VANATTA TAKE STATE TRACK TITLES: At the Class 4A track and field state championship Friday, May 19, the D’Evelyn High School team set a new state record in the boys’ 3,200-meter relay title; the next day speedster Katie Vanatta of Ralston Valley High School broke another state record in the 1,600. D’Evelyn seniors Derek Gilmore, Nate Sandberg and Kenny D'Evelyn and sophomore Kevin Williams ran personal-best times in their 800-meter splits and set a Class 4A state-meet record with a time of 7 minutes, 48.60 seconds. Vanatta broke the old state record on Saturday by 5.5 seconds with a winning time of 4:56.08; she was nearly 17 seconds faster than second-place finisher Jen Webers of Conifer High School.  The two outdistanced their nearest competitors by nearly 50 meters.
REBELS TAKE STATE BASEBALL CHAMPIONSHIP: It took a suicide-squeeze bunt to put the Columbine High School Rebels ahead for good as they beat Mountain Vista 5-4 and captured the Class 5A state baseball title. In winning the championship game, held at All-City Field Saturday, Saturday May 20, the Rebels finished the year with a 19-7 won-loss record, including winning 18 of their last 20 games.  Columbine pitcher Evan Anundsen, who struck out 14 in the title win, was selected as the series’ Most Valuable Player. In addition to his pitching prowess, Anundsen hit safely in all seven postseason games with 10 hits, including two home runs, and five RBIs. The Rebels, coached by Chuck Gillman, also won state titles in 1987 and 1991.
HUNDREDS ARE NUMBER ONE IN INAGURAL RACE: More than 400 Jeffco Public School elementary students all wore bib #1 as they crossed the official finish line of the inaugural Colorado Kids Marathon Miler, Saturday, May 20. The run marked the end of a health and fitness youth training program that began in January. The program, coordinated within Jeffco by physical education curriculum coordinator Judy Cooper, engaged K-6 students in a training program in which they ran or walked a cumulative 25.2 miles during a 12-week period. The young runners completed their program Saturday, May 20, at Colorado Mills Mall by running the last mile on the official Colorado Colfax Marathon course. Jeffco Public Schools Community Relations Manager Casey Mahon started the first “wave” of student runners. At the finish line, children received a finishers medal from the program’s spokesperson, former first lady of Denver and experienced long-distance runner Ellen Hart Peña, The Jefferson Foundation’s Mona Sandoval and Anton Delgado, and other volunteers. Nearly 30 elementary schools in the Aurora, Denver and Jeffco public school systems participated.  
JEFFERSON AREA CLASS OF 2018 ‘GRADUATES’ EARLY: The Class of 2018 of approximately 300 students “graduated early,” Tuesday, May 23, in the Jefferson High School gym. Kindergarten students from the Edgewater, Lumberg, Martensen, Molholm and Stevens elementaries were the guests of honor at the third annual ceremony hosted by Jefferson High School students and staff. The future graduating Class of 2018 weres conferred to Jeffco Board of Education members Hereford Percy, Jane Barnes and Sue Marinelli by Dr. Irene Griego, community superintendent for the Jefferson Articulation Area. The “graduation” ceremony holds a particular relevance for an economically and mobility challenged community. Many of the students in the Jefferson area are highly impacted, facing numerous challenges outside the classroom such as violence, poverty, homelessness, language barriers and exposure to gang activity. Area educators are up to the challenge of improving student performance and graduation rates, says one principal, for a student population that includes nearly 11 percent homeless, 24 percent who speak English as a second language, and 64 percent of whom are at the poverty level.  
Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

