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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

November 2005
I
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
BEAR CREEK TEACHER WINS NATIONAL AWARD: Jane Vahle, an English teacher, was presented with the prestigious Milken National Education Award at a surprise ceremony at Bear Creek High School. Unlike most teaching awards, these awards have no formal nomination or application process. Jane was recommended without her knowledge by a blue-ribbon panel appointed by the Colorado Department of Education. She was one of 100 teachers, principals and specialists throughout the U.S. who were surprised with the news of their $25,000 awards – which can be used any way they choose – during a school-wide assembly attended by federal, state and local officials, students, peers and community leaders.   

RUNNERS TAKE HOME STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS: Steven Weeks and Kaitie Vanatta captured the state boy’s 5A cross country and girl’s 4A individual championship titles Oct. 29 in Colorado Springs.  Steven, an Arvada High School junior, won his second consecutive title. In boy’s 4A cross-country competition Kevin Williams of D’Evelyn Junior/Senior High finished second.  Kaitie, a freshman at Ralston Valley High School, took home her title in the girl’s competition. 
TENNIS, SOFTBALL TEAMS RANK HIGH IN STATE: Congratulations to the Chatfield Senior High boy’s tennis team for their second place state finish. Will Gleave and Parker Lewis won in number four doubles, while Sean Brading and Kellyn VanHaveren took second in number one doubles. Chad Patacky and Jared Chomko and Chris Poppleton and Kevin DeHerrera finished third in number two and three doubles respectively.  Congratulations also to the Pomona High School softball team, which finished second in the 5A state softball championships. 

OBERON’S SIXTH “SOS” A SUCCESS: More than 200 people turned out Oct. 22 for the sixth annual Oberon Middle School SOS 5K Run/Walk. Race organizer Marilyn Stephens said the school raised more than $2,500, of which a portion will go to the Yellow Ribbon Organization.  The school lost a student to suicide in 2000, so to help raise awareness of suicide prevention organizers hosted the run/walk as part of a Make A Difference Day project.  Adam Moore finished first in the student category, while former Oberon student Alicia Martinez won in the adult category.  Student Alison Cox won a cash prize for having the winning design for this year’s t-shirt. 
MOUNTAIN SCHOOL TAKES DRUG-FREE MESSAGE TO NEW HEIGHTS: Students at Evergreen Middle School hosted a hot air balloon “glow” Oct. 29, wrapping up a week’s worth of activities the school did in support of National Red Ribbon Week. Many local hot air balloonists gathered at the school after dark to fill their balloons, creating a dramatic, hot air illumination.  The next morning the balloonists returned for a “group float” to signify the school’s commitment to a drug free and healthy lifestyle. The balloonists carried anti-drug slogans banners made by students.  Red Ribbon Week, which ran Oct. 23 through Oct. 30, is a national event involving the tradition of wearing or displaying red ribbons as a symbol of intolerance toward the use of drugs.  
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