[image: image1.wmf]
Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

November 2005
II
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
GYMNISTS PLACE AT STATE: The Evergreen High School girls gymnastic team danced, balanced and vaulted their way to a third place win at the Class 4A state gymnastics championships. In All-Around competition, Marnie Flesche finished second, while Kareen McKenna and Allison Robenette finished sixth and tenth. Flesche took first in the vault, and second in uneven bars, while Bethel Lindsley placed fourth. In the floor exercise, Lindsley took fourth; in the balance beam McKenna and Flesche finished fourth and fifth respectively. In Class 5A competition, Green Mountain and Bear Creek high schools took second and third place in the team scores. Other Jeffco Public Schools gymnasts who competed in the state championships were Kelly Stone and Alie Bowen of Green Mountain High School, Ashley Roush and Erin Glover of Arvada West High School and Katilyn Olson of Bear Creek High School.
JEFFCO OPEN GRAD DOCUMENTARY SCREENS AT FILM FESTIVAL: Mystelle Brabbée, a 1988 graduate of Jefferson County Open High School, screened her documentary Highway Courtesans at the Starz Denver International Film Festival. Mystelle produced, directed and photographed the documentary, which she has been working on since 1995. She also holds the position of Artistic Director for the Nantucket Film Festival, a festival for screenwriters and storytellers, where she has curated the film program for the past nine years. 
THREE JEFFCO ATHLETES TO BE HONORED: Jeffco Public Schools will be well represented at the Branch Rickey Awards dinner this Saturday with three student athletes receiving honors for their prep humanitarian efforts.  T.J. Berge of Dakota Ridge High School, Patrick Gill of Pomona High School and Sean McDougal of Arvada West High School join seven other athletes from Colorado to be honored by the Rotary Club of Denver. Known to millions of fans as "Mr. Baseball," Branch Rickey was voted the "Most Influential Person in Sports in the 20th Century" by ESPN’s SportsCentury panel.  The 2005 recipient for the Branch Rickey Award is Luis Gonzalez of the Arizona Diamondbacks.
9TEACHERS WHO CARE HONORS MITCHELL TEACHER: Carl Berg, fourth grade teacher at Mitchell Elementary School is the November 9Teachers Who Care winner. His story aired on the Nov. 10 newscasts and will air again on Nov. 12. Additionally, a 30-second spot saluting Carl will air for two weeks during the month. He receives a $900 check from CollegeInvest for his personal use. 9Teachers Who Care is a monthly award that recognizes teachers who exemplify excellence in education.
JEFFERSON FOUNDATION GALA RAISES $171,000: Education…Building the Future, was the theme for The Jefferson Foundation’s 20th Crystal Ball fundraiser.  More than 500 guests turned out for the Oct. 29 gala, which raised over $171,000 for the nonprofit public education foundation. String quartets from Pomona and Arvada high schools, a Jazz Combo from Evergreen High School and The Sounds of Bear Creek (High School) provided music for the evening. Arvada West High School graduate Kim Christiansen was honored with the 2005 Distinguished Jeffco Alumnus Award.  In accepting, she talked about growing up in Jefferson County and how her high school English teacher, Nancy Hardesty, an attendee at the celebration, encouraged her to pursue a career in journalism. The 2005 Crystal Globe for Distinguished Service Award was presented to the Salazar Family Foundation for its $350,000 support of literacy programs and grant funding through the Jefferson Foundation. 
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