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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

September 2005
 II
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
JEFFCO STUDENTS DONATE SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR HURRICANE RELIEF: Students from Jeffco Public Schools donated a truckload of school supplies to aid victims of Hurricane Katrina who are now attending schools in the Houston (Texas) Independent School District.  The Jeffco students joined other Colorado students through the program Kids Helping Kids, organized by the Colorado Consortium of Education Foundations, which includes the Jefferson Foundation. Students also raised thousands of dollars to help the stricken communities along the U.S. Gulf Coast. Most cash donations are being given to the American Red Cross.

COINS FOR CARING FOR KATRINA: Welchester Elementary School fifth-grader Michaela Hutchens met with her classmates and challenged the rest of the school to collect spare change for the victims of Hurricane Katrina. In five days of collecting for Coins for Caring the community of students, parents and staff collected $1,639.20, all of which was donated to The American Red Cross. Thanks go to Commercial Federal Bank in Golden, which counted the coins and bills.   
FAIRMOUNT CELEBRATES FIRST CENTURY: Fairmount Elementary School will celebrate its first century Sept. 19 – 23 with students dressing in clothing, and studying in the same way the school’s founding students did. On Sept. 23 from 5 to 8 p.m. the school culminates its celebration with a community barbecue. In 1905 the kindergarten through 12th grade school had three teachers for seven families; the principal was M.J. Mahoney. All together they made up the new Fairmount School. A century later, Principal Morris Thompson is supported by 30 teachers for 464 students. The original building is now gone, replaced in 1961 by the existing facility.  Through the support of voters last November, beginning in 2007 Fairmount will receive a much-needed addition.
 
DISTRICT’S BOND PROJECTS PROGRESS ON-TIME, ON BUDGET: Of the 420 school projects built into Jeffco Public Schools’ $467.7 million 2005-2010 Capital Improvement Program, 122 of the projects have either been completed, are being closed out, are currently under construction or are in the design phase. 

The district’s Chief Operating Officer Dr. Ken Hoover recently gave an update to the Board of Education and the Capital Improvement Program Oversight Committee, which is responsible for monitoring the scope, schedule and budget of the district’s capital programs. The report indicated that the district completed nine months of the six-year program, and invested $23.2 million of the monies earmarked for the school improvement project. The committee reported that the district is doing a very good job managing the program, keeping projects on-time and on-budget. The Capital Improvement Program was funded by voters in 2004.

ARVADA’S AMBER IS READY FOR AMERICA: Amber Dhority, a junior at the Jefferson Academy, won out over 150 other girls to capture the 2005 Miss Teen Denver Pageant.  The 17-year-old, who won a $1,000 scholarship, now competes for the American National Competition Pageant this December.  Amazingly, this was her first competition; Amber plans to use the scholarship to pursue a nursing degree.

2005 JEFFCO MARCHING FESTIVALS: The Jeffco Public Schools music department announces its two annual marching band festivals:

· Jeffco Marching Festival 

5 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2005  

Jefferson County Stadium

Cost: Adults: $6, seniors and students: $3

· Pomona Marching Festival

Preliminaries: 9:45 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 24, 2005

Finals: 6:45 p.m.

North Area Athletic Complex

Cost: 
Preliminaries and/or Finals: Adults $8, students $3


All-day tickets: Adults $15, students $5

Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.
