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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

September 2005
 III
As an efficient and timely way to keep you accurately informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE: The U.S. Department of Education announced Sept. 22 that Maple Grove Elementary School is a 2005 U.S. Department of Education No Child Left Behind Blue Ribbon School of Excellence.  The school, led by Principal Antonio D. Giurado, is one of four in Colorado, the only one in the Denver metropolitan area, and 295 nationally to be selected for the prestigious honor. The Blue Ribbon Schools Program honors public and private K-12 schools that are either academically superior in their states or that demonstrate dramatic gains in disadvantaged student achievement. The Colorado Department of Education designated the school as a John Irwin School of Excellence based upon the academic performance rating of excellent on its 2000 through 2004 School Accountability Reports.  Maple Grove was selected as a High Performing Accredited School for the 2003-2004 school year and its library is designated as a High Performing Power Library by the Colorado Power Library Project.  The school performed higher than the district and state in Grades 3 through 6 reading, writing and math of the most recent Colorado Student Assessment Program (CSAP) results.  
MY TEACHER, MY HEROES: Three exceptional Jeffco Public School teachers were honored Sept. 24 at the third annual "My Teacher, My Hero" event.  This year's honorees were Kathleen Crowe, special education, Peiffer Elementary School, Terri McKerley, 7th and 8th grade English, Summit Ridge Middle School and Sophia Rodriguez, 9th grade science, Chatfield High School. Southwest Plaza, along with The Jefferson Foundation and EasyChair Magazine, sponsored the event.
TEACHER’S “CHICKEN SOUP” IS A DOG’S STORY: Beth Scott McCrae, a seventh grade teacher at Falcon Bluffs Middle School, was recently notified that a story she wrote is included in the forthcoming book, Chicken Soup for the Dog Lover’s Soul.  The book is scheduled for release this fall.
STUDENT RAISES $10,000 FOR DIABETES RESEARCH: D'Evelyn Junior/Senior High School student Katie McNulty recently organized and led a team of nearly 100 walkers for the annual Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF) Walk to Cure Diabetes…a walk that raised $10,000. Her Walk a Mile in Katie's Shoes team consisted of family, friends and classmates. Katie’s mission was personal; she was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes three years ago. Also called Juvenile Diabetes, it is an autoimmune disorder in which the body's immune system attacks and kills insulin producing cells in the pancreas.  
CORONADO’S CELINA ATTENDS PEACE VILLAGE: Celina Roy, a student at Coronado Elementary School, was among four 11-year-olds from the Denver area who attended a month long "Peace Village" this June in the Philippines.  Her trip was arranged through Children's International Summer Villages, an international, nonprofit apolitical organization promoting cross-cultural understanding and community service among youth.

COINS FOR KIDS HELPS STUDENTS IN INDIA: Leigh Pies, a fourth-grade teacher at Deane Elementary School, recently spent three weeks in India where she taught and bought school supplies for children.  Leigh, along with nine other Denver teachers, raised money at her school by placing a jar in the office for students and teachers so they could put in their loose change. The “Coins for Kids” money helped purchase white boards and dry erase markers, paper, pencils and other basic supplies for about eight schools in the northeast region of India.

Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please ensure requests include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.
