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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

December 2006
II
As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
COLUMBINE, WHEAT RIDGE CAPTURE STATE FOOTBALL TITLES: Jeffco Public Schools boasts two of the best high school football teams in Colorado…and the best player.  On Saturday, December 2, at Invesco Field at Mile High, the Wheat Ridge High School Farmers, coached by Reid Kahl, captured the Class 4A state football title, beating Loveland High School 31-15.  With the win, the Farmers, who began the season unranked, captured their sixth state football title.  Later that afternoon, the Rebels of Columbine High School, coached by Andy Lowry, beat the undefeated and nationally ranked Mullen High School by a score of 13-10, to win the state Class 5A championship. The Rebels, who won their last 13 games, took home their fourth state title since 1999.  Another major award was announced this week…Columbine senior Ryan Miller, who played both left offensive tackle and defensive end this season, is this year’s Colorado Gatorade Football Player of the Year.
MUSTANG CHEERLEADERS TAKE STATE: The Ralston Valley High School co-ed cheer-leading team prevailed over 22 teams Friday, December 1 to win its first 5A, and second co-ed, state titles.  The Mustangs are the first and only team in Colorado to compete with a co-ed varsity team, an all-girl varsity team and a junior varsity squad.  The 56 member team, coached by Brian Franca, Brandi Walker and Jenae Hallman, travel to Orlando, Fla. in February to compete at the national competition.

NATURALIST TO HELP RAISE FUNDS FOR JEFFCO OPEN: Historian and educator Fred Blackburn is lending his name and fame to raise funds for the Jefferson County Open School archeology program. The author, a key member of the Wetherill-Grand Gulch Research Project, will be at the school (7655 West 10th Avenue, Lakewood) 6 p.m., Friday, December 8, to lecture and sign his books.  Blackburn is donating 20 percent of the proceeds to the school’s archeology program.  For more information call 303-982-7045.
THE FRAY NOMINATED FOR TWO GRAMMYS: Three years ago David Welsh and Ben Wysocki were seniors at Ralston Valley High School.  Today, they along with Joe King and Isaac Slade, are nominees for two of the music world’s top awards.  The four are members of The Fray, one of the hottest bands in the world, and just recently claiming the unofficial title of most sales of any Colorado band in history (taking over the top spot from Columbine High School graduates Big Head Todd and the Monsters).  This week the band received Grammy Award nominations for best pop performance by a duo or group with vocal for Over My Head (Cable Car) and best rock performance by a duo or group with vocal for How to Save a Life.  The latter was certified as a gold release in Canada and Australia.  How to Save A Life also moved the Fray into second place on the all-time digital album chart.
WHEAT RIDGE COUNSELOR EARNS AWARD: CollegeInvest, in partnership with the Colorado Council on High School and College Relations and Channel 7, has named Judy Hindman of Wheat Ridge High School, Counselor of the Month for November. Judy was cited "for her hard work to cultivate a dedication to community service knowing that it allows students to discover positive life lessons that cannot be learned in a classroom." As the advisor for a student group called the Power of One, she encouraged collaboration between school organizations focused on making a difference through friendship and generosity.
O’CONNELL MIDDLE SCHOOL GIVEN CITIZENSHIP AWARD: Colorado Lt. Governor Jane Norton will present O’Connell Middle School with an Outstanding Citizenship Award, 9 a.m., Friday, Dec. 8, during an all-school assembly.  The state is honoring the school for its annual salute to veterans.   
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Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please make sure your submissions include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.







