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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

Poems published in anthology: Twelve sixth grade students from Peiffer Elementary School will have their poems published in the anthology A Celebration of Young Poets.  Out of the thousands of entries submitted to the contest, the best poems are selected for publishing with the winners sharing over $70,000 in prizes. Congratulations to these twelve students, and their teacher, Sara Manuello:  Kristi Bartholomay, Alissa Buchli, Jessica Frederick, Marlee Garton, Alexander Hughes, Amber Johnson, Carolina Martinez, Claire McCarthy, Robert Ortega, Garrett Rose, Michaela Segura, and Ariel Swain.
Leawood students donate books for new preschool: Leawood Elementary School’s student council is sponsoring a book drive for the new preschool which will open next fall.  Jeffco Board of Education President, Jane Barnes kicked off the book drive with a donation of two copies of the English version of the “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star" board book.  So far the school has collected about 50 books. The book drive continues throughout the summer and book donations can be dropped off at the school library on Monday mornings from 10 a.m. through 1 p.m.
 
Arvada High Robotics Team 25th in the Nation: Arvada High School’s F.I.R.S.T. .(For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) robotics team took the regional title and placed 25th out of 86 teams nationally.  The team built a student-designed robot with the guidance of their coach Darryl Lusk, assistant coach, John Howes, and mentors Ken Fraiser and Herman Kaputska. The team raised $15,000 from sponsors, family, and friends within a one week timeframe to attend the national competition held in April.  The experience was rewarding for the team because the competition is not just about building robots but working together with the entire F.I.R.S.T. community to promote the world of science and technology. 

Charter School Receives National Honor: Jefferson Academy Elementary School was recently named a National Charter School of the Year by the Center for Education Reform. The honor was given to 53 charter schools from across the U.S. at an awards ceremony in Washington D.C. The event was hosted by the Center for Education Reform, a group advocating for school choice and educational change.

Governor Signs Legislation at Stein Elementary School: This week, Governor Bill Ritter visited Stein Elementary School to sign two legislative bills dealing with health care for children: Senate Bill 130, which provides financing to maximize the number of children who receive health care, and Senate Bill 211, which creates a state advisory committee to examine the barriers to health care coverage and investigate ways to expand coverage.
Elementary School Holds Flag Retirement Ceremony:  The Columbine Hills Elementary PTA sponsored an American Flag Retirement Ceremony to retire the school’s colors. Chris Trost, PTA president and West Metro Firefighter, officiated the ceremony. The PTA Scouts and Littleton Fire Department were on hand to help celebrate patriotism and to teach proper flag etiquette.
Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please make sure your submissions include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.






















