[image: image1.wmf]
Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

November 2006
I

As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!

EAGLES SOAR TO THE TOP:  The Dakota Ridge High School Eagles’ Boys cross-country team, coached by Mike Callor, easily won the state 5A title, winning by 26 points over Grand Junction High School Saturday, Oct. 28 in Colorado Springs.  The team of Evan Appel (third in Individual Cross-Country) Kyle Simcox, Sean McNeil, Dane Lindblad, Chris Baerren, A.J. Boogert and Andrew Clancy, took first place with 171 points.  The Wheat Ridge High School Farmers team took third place.  In 5A Girl’s cross-country competition, the Eagles placed third.
SOPHOMORE SPRINTS TO STATE CHAMPIONSHIP:  Kaitie Vanatta is sprinting toward the history books...on the track that is where the Ralston Valley High School sophomore is poised to be one of the all-time high school greats.  On Saturday, Oct. 28, Vanatta, who is coached by Jeff Gomer, won her second state 4A Girls 5K title, finishing more than a minute ahead of her nearest competitor at the state finals in Colorado Springs.  She currently is one of 14 two-time girl’s state champions; as a sophomore she has two more years in which experts are projecting her to join only three others as a four-time state champion.  

EMPTY BOWLS HELP FEED ARVADA’S NEEDY: The second annual Empty Bowls project will be held 6 to 8:30 p.m., Nov. 9 in the Standley Lake High School cafeteria. Those attending the event, organized and sponsored by Standley Lake area art teachers and schools, can purchase one or more of the 300 soup bowls that were made by students and staff.  The evening’s proceeds benefit the Arvada Food Bank, which also serves the Standley Lake community.  Last year’s event resulted in more than $3,500 being donated to the food bank.  The evening also celebrates music with an area-wide K-12 music concert, starting at 7 p.m., at the high school.  

 

EVERGREEN MURAL TO BE DEDICATED TODAY:  The public is invited to attend the dedication ceremony of “Evergreen Life,” two fused glass panels (see attached) created by Evergreen Middle School eighth grade students.  The dedication takes place 3:30 p.m., Friday, Nov. 3 in the lobby of the school (2059 Hiwan Drive) where the murals are located.  
 

COLORADO CHARTER COMMUNITY CHOOSES MUNIER:  Mike Munier, principal and business manager at Jefferson Academy Elementary School, has been named a recipient of the 2006 Charter Friends Award.  The award is given to those whose words and actions have been influential in the Colorado charter school movement.  Munier's ability to establish positive relationships with the broader educational community was recognized as the key accomplishment to his success. He has been involved with the charter school movement for 14 years, beginning as the founding  principal at Jefferson Academy and as a founding board member of the Colorado League of Charter Schools. 

Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please make sure your submissions include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.
