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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

November 2006
III
As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
CRYSTAL BALL RAISES MORE THAN $200,000:  There were quite a few Jeffco "stars" in attendance at The Jefferson Foundation’s "Sharing the Stars" Crystal Ball in October.  More than $200,000 was raised to help support Colorado’s oldest non-profit education foundation and Jeffco Public Schools. This year’s 21st Crystal Ball acknowledged organizations, businesses, community resources and Jefferson Foundation partners that support projects and programs in the schools. The 2006 Distinguished Alumni Award was presented to retired NASA astronaut Jeff Ashby, a 1972 graduate of Evergreen High School. The 2006 Crystal Globe for Distinguished Service Award was presented to the Kiwanis Clubs of Jefferson County for their "Share the Stars" campaign to build the Astronomy Building at Windy Peak Outdoor Education Lab School.  

STUDENT’S ESSAYS HONOR GRANDPARENTS: Three Chatfield area students, who honored their grandparents, will soon share their stories through the media and get a gift that’s worth saving.  Yvette Tiffany of Bradford Intermediate School, Aleah Shaver of  Stony Creek Elementary School, and Sarah Dubetz of Deer Creek Middle School, are the top three winners in the second annual grandparent’s essay contest sponsored by the Chatfield Intergenerational Issues Committee.  For their accomplishments, the three will receive a $100, $75 and $50 Savings Bond (complements of Parents and Community Connecting Together) respectively, along with their essays, which will be printed in the Columbine Courier.  This year 19 students submitted essays.  
ALL-COUNTY HONOR CHOIR CONCERT TONIGHT:  The Jeffco Public Schools’ All-County Honor Choir Concert will be held 7 p.m., Friday, Nov. 17, 2006 in the Pomona High School auditorium.  The 135-member choir will be conducted by Dr. James Kim, Director of Choral Studies at Colorado State University.
 

DAKOTA RIDGE TEACHER CARES: William Schmidt, a technology teacher at Dakota Ridge High School, is the November “9Teachers Who Care” award winner.  Schmidt brings technology education to life in an unconventional, yet effective way.  This year he applied for a grant from NASA on behalf of the school’s Robotics Club. One of only six teams nationwide to receive it, the grant enabled his students to enter the prestigious FIRST Robotics Competition held at the University of Denver. The competition pairs professional engineers with young people in an effort to solve an engineering design problem using robotics.  Schmidt is committed to the club and encourages his students daily to engage their minds and work together. The award is sponsored by 9NEWS and CollegeInvest.
JEFFCO TAKES TOP HONORS IN STATE GIRLS’ GYMNASTICS: High school gymnasts from three district high schools ran away with the top three spots at the State 5A gymnastics championships held in early November.  The Green Mountain High School Rams, coached by Sandi Patterson, won the state championship; in individual competition sophomore Kelly Stone took home first place in the vault and third in the beam.  The Bear Creek High School Bears, coached by Michelle Chalkey, took second place.  The Arvada West High School Wildcats, coached by Lori Wyss, took home a third place trophy.  In 4A competition, the Evergreen High School Cougars, coached by Manya Silver, placed third.
Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please make sure your submissions include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

