[image: image1.wmf]
Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

October 2006
As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
LAKEWOOD STUDENT IS PERFECT: Lakewood High School student Jessica Hennessy one of only 67 students nationally to earn a perfect 36 on her 2006 ACT.  The ACT is a curriculum-based achievement test made up of four separate exams in English, reading, mathematics and science, plus an optional writing test.  The test is scored on a scale of 1 to 36; it is administered in all 50 states and is the predominant college entrance exam in 25 states.  The average composite score for the State of Colorado was 20.6.

STRIKING DIRT IN GOLDEN: Jeffco Public Schools will host a groundbreaking ceremony 4 p.m., Monday, October 23 for the new Golden High School. The groundbreaking, open to the public, will take place at 701 24th Street in Golden. The $33 million school replaces the existing and outdated facility originally constructed in 1955.  The new school, located on the same site, will accommodate up to 1,450 students. The design includes energy and cost efficient features throughout the 187,639 square foot facility.    The school will also include decorative friezes, gifts from classes dating back 80 years, in the new commons area. The new school will be open for classes by August 2008 with all work completed by November 2008.  The project, funded from bonds approved by voters in 2004, is on-time and on-budget.  
PENNINGTON PANTHERS GET PLAYGROUND: The Panthers of Pennington Elementary School are now playing on their new playground.  The new playground and accompanying multi-use fields include four basketball and four volleyball courts.  Also included are two play pit areas, a tether ball, “Four Square,” hop scotch courts, a sand box/pit and a map of the United States painted on the asphalt. The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant playground is part of a larger Wheat Ridge area improvement project, which includes renovations and additions to Wheat Ridge High School and its athletic complex. The playground and athletic fields are funded from bonds approved by voters in 2004.    

COLUMBINE SUPPORTS PLATTE CANYON:  On Saturday, October 7, Columbine High School principal Frank DeAngelis, along with staff, students and volunteers, helped organize the “Columbine to Canyon Ride,” an initiative of support for the Platte Canyon High School community that was coming to grips with the recent murder of a student. Organizers of the ride expected hundreds of motorcyclists to turn-out, all pledging a minimum of $25, for the Emily Keye’s I Luv U Guys Foundation.  More than 5,000 riders participated and initial estimates report approximately $100,000 was raised.  Columbine students donated $20,000 from t-shirt sales, as well as another $5,000 from proceeds from its homecoming dance. 
JEFFCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS OCTOBER SHOW SCHEDULE:  Jeffco Public Schools offers a variety of student entertainment programs that are open to the public.  For the month of October the following student productions will be performed.

	Date(s)
	Time
	Performance
	High School
	Ticket Cost
	Phone Ext*

	12-14
	7 p.m.
	The Philadelphia Story
	D’Evelyn 
	$6/advanced sales

$8/at the door
	2600

	19-21
	7 p.m.
	Harvey
	Golden
	$6
	4200

	21
	2:30 p.m.
	Harvey
	Golden
	$6
	4200

	26-28
	8 p.m.
	A night of variety:  

Way Deep, Sorry Wrong Number, The Hitchhiker
	Arvada West
	$6
	1303


* All school telephone numbers begin with 303-982.

Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please make sure your submissions include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

