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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

October 2006
III

As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
CORONADO TEACHER WINS NATIONAL AWARD:  Jeffco Public Schools is celebrating its third teacher, in as many years, to receive a Milken Family Foundation National Educator Award.  Karen Brown, a third and fourth grade teacher in the Gifted and Talented Center at Coronado Elementary School, learned she was a Milken award winner during a surprise assembly on Friday, Oct. 20, at her school.  Officials from the Milken Foundation presented her with a check for $25,000 in unrestricted prize money. She is one of 100 educators across the nation who given the prestigious award this year. “I am at a loss for words except to say that I am shocked and excited,” said Brown tearfully.  Brown has been a teacher at Coronado since 2001 and was surrounded at the assembly today by her students and fellow teachers.  “Karen exemplifies the very best of what a teacher should be.  She works tirelessly to provide a rich learning opportunity for the children at Coronado,” said Nancy Graeve, principal at Coronado Elementary School.  Brown will receive her award next spring when she travels to the Milken National Education Conference in Los Angeles.  

BELMAR IS OPTIMISTIC FOR ALAMEDA: For nearly five months, approximately 75 Alameda High School students interrupted their Sunday morning sleep-in to flip pancakes for a worthy cause...their school.  The students served alongside members of the Belmar Optimists Club in making pancake breakfasts from May 21 to Oct 8 at the Belmar Center's Farmers Market.  The breakfast, sponsored by Whole Foods Market Belmar and the Belmar Optimists, was created to provide support for student activities of Alameda-area schools.  The volunteering effort paid off Thursday, October 19 when members of the Optimists, Lakewood Mayor Steve Burkholder and members of the city council presented a check for $6,000 to Alameda Principal Dr. Shirley Algiene. In addition, the Belmar Optimist Club plans to offer another $3,000 to student activities of the local elementary and middle schools feeding Alameda.
AP SCHOLAR FOR ARVADA WEST SENIOR: Cameron Nelson, a senior at Arvada West High School has earned the designation of AP Scholar by the College Board in recognition of his exceptional achievement on the college-level Advanced Placement Program exams.  Nelson, who took the exam last May, completed three or more AP Exams with a score of three or higher.  The program offers students the opportunity to take challenging college-level courses while in high school, and to receive college credit, advanced placement or both for successfully performing on the exams.  More than 1.3 million high school students took this year’s exams.  In addition to Nelson, 11 Arvada West students who graduated in May also earned AP Scholar recognition.

YOUTH LEADERS LEARN FIRST-HAND: Thirty-five high school students, representing 14 Jefferson County high schools, are participating in the 2006-2007 Class of Youth Leadership Jefferson County.  The program, modeled on Leadership Jefferson County, is an innovative nine-month program designed to develop the leadership potential of sophomores, juniors and seniors.   Students selected for this year’s class are:
	Student
	High School
	Class
	Name
	High School
	Class

	Monica Bergevin
	Evergreen
	2007
	Jaclyn Kuepper
	Green Mountain
	2007

	Kelly Bidstrup
	Wheat Ridge
	2009
	Keenan Kurt
	Evergreen
	2007

	Michael Bratton
	Collegiate Academy 
	2007
	Tom Lepke
	D'Evelyn
	2008

	Calen Burne
	Collegiate Academy 
	2008
	Sierrah Lofton-Bearrobe
	Pomona
	2008

	Emily Callender
	Mullen
	2007
	Laryssa Matvichuk
	Ralston Valley
	2007

	Julie Camper
	Green Mountain
	2009
	Liz McDonald
	Columbine
	2008

	Tyler Cochran
	Ralston Valley
	2008
	Vance McManigal
	Golden
	2007

	Kevin Cornwell
	D'Evelyn
	2008
	Eric Miller
	Dakota Ridge
	2008

	Taylor Coughlin
	Evergreen
	2007
	Cami Morrison
	Dakota Ridge
	2008

	Cody Daigneault
	Conifer
	2008
	Tim Plucinsky
	Mullen
	2007

	Natalie Dedin
	Pomona
	2007
	Mohammad Roostan
	Lakewood
	2008

	John Dyer
	Lakewood
	2009
	Cliff Sell
	Lakewood
	2007

	Cori Emil
	Columbine
	2008
	Sam Sherman
	Arvada West
	2007

	Cayla Enger
	Dakota Ridge
	2007
	Alese Welbon
	D'Evelyn
	2007

	Robert Frederick
	Ralston Valley
	2009
	Katie White
	D'Evelyn
	2007

	Emily Hoopes
	Lakewood
	2009
	Rachel Wiechman
	Green Mountain
	2009

	Jennie Hord
	Golden
	2008
	Sean Wolfe
	Arvada West
	2008

	Mark Huminski
	Collegiate Academy
	2007
	
	
	


The program gives students a chance to interact with community leaders and institutions, explore career options, experience leadership through hands-on activities and broaden their perspectives on community issues.  Youth Leadership Jefferson County is a program of the West Chamber Serving Jefferson County Foundation and partially funded by a grant from the Jefferson Foundation and sponsored by local businesses.  

Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please make sure your submissions include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

