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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

September 2006
II
As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
LAKEWOOD SENIOR IS “PERFECT”:  Jessica Hennesy, a senior at Lakewood High School, is one of only eight students in Colorado to earn a perfect ACT score of 36 on this year’s test.  Hennesy, who plans to major in economics at either the University of Colorado at Boulder or Hamline University in St. Paul, Minnesota, practiced much earlier than most students for the test…she earned a 29 when she was only a sixth grader!  This year’s average score, of the more than 74,000 Colorado students who took the test, was 20.3.
RIBBON-CUTTING SET FOR SPECIAL SCHOOL PLAYGROUND: A new and very special playground at Stevens Elementary School (4001 Reed Street) in Wheat Ridge will be officially opened for children during a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Saturday, Sept. 16, at 1 p.m.  The playground is designed for all children, but especially those with severe physical disabilities.  The interactive playground has slides, decks, ramps, and handicapped accessible features and will help with motor skill development for children with special needs.  Stevens Elementary is home to the Challenge Program, which serves elementary students who are handicapped; some are confined to wheelchairs. The three-year, $138,756  playground renovation project was funded by a grant from Great Outdoors Colorado and matching funds from the City of Wheat Ridge, Jeffco Public Schools, the Wheat Ridge Optimist Club and the school’s Parent Teacher Association.  
2006 JEFFCO MARCHING FESTIVAL: The 2006 Jeffco Marching Festival is scheduled for 5 to 9 p.m., Tuesday, September 26, 2006 at Jeffco Stadium (6th and Kipling).  Admission is $6.00 for adults and $3.00 for children/seniors.

SCHOOL
PEFORMANCE TIME

Jefferson High School
5 p.m.

D’Evelyn High School
5:12 p.m.

Evergreen High School
5:24 p.m.

Conifer High School
5:36 p.m.

Standley Lake High School
5:50 p.m.

Ralston Valley High School
6:05 p.m.

Wheat Ridge High School
6:20 p.m.

Dakota Ridge High School
6:35 p.m.

Arvada High School
6:50 p.m.

Green Mountain High School
7:05 p.m.

Arvada West High School
7:35 p.m.

Chatfield Senior High School
7:50 p.m.

Bear Creek High School
8:05 p.m.

Columbine High School
8:20 p.m.

Lakewood High School
8:35 p.m.

Pomona High School
8:50 p.m.

Drum Major retreat and award’s ceremony
9:05 p.m. 
HEALTHY FUNDRAISER HELPS STUDENTS IN NEED: The Second Wind Fund’s 5th annual Walk/Run/Ride is scheduled for Sunday, September 24th at Green Mountain Presbyterian Church (Alameda Parkway at Mississippi). Second Wind, a fund of The Jefferson Foundation, provides emergency counseling for uninsured and underinsured students who are identified by their school counselors as being at risk for suicide. By the end of last school year, Second Wind Fund had received 323 student referrals. The Second Wind fundraiser has grown from a signature community event into the largest event of its kind in the U.S. This year a family fun bike ride will be added. Save $5 and pre-register at www.thesecondwindfund.org. 

“MY TEACHER, MY HERO” AWARDS:  Three Jeffco educators will be honored at the 2006 My Teacher, My Hero awards ceremony, Saturday, Sept. 23 at Southwest Plaza. The event honors Jeffco Public Schools’ educators who strive to excel beyond what is expected of them, and truly want to make a difference in the lives of their students.  Honored this year are Becky Bradley, Jeffrey DeBuhr and George Dinwiddie. Bradley has taught music for 27 years at Kendrick Lakes Elementary School and is the self-styled “Program Queen,” producing six student programs per year — one for every grade level. She has been a tireless mentor to student teachers, and helped run the district’s Induction Program for first-year music teachers.  DeBuhr teaches 7th and 8th grade math at Evergreen Middle School and spends his winter months as the Junior Varsity boy’s basketball coach at Evergreen High School.  As a 20-year veteran, Columbine High School’s Dinwiddie has taught grades 5 though 12, and currently teaches algebra, honors trigonometry, and calculus. His dedication to his students and his place in the classroom are reflected in his receiving the Boettcher Foundation’s “Excellence in Education Award,” and being selected teacher of the year by his peers. The sponsors of the event are The Jefferson Foundation, the Columbine Courier Newspaper, AdWest Consulting and LePeep Restaurant.

Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please make sure your submissions include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

