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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

STEVENS ELEMENTARY ANNOUCES NEW ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

Beginning this semester, Stevens Elementary School will become one of 27 Gilder Lehrman affiliate schools throughout the country. Stevens Elementary, located in Wheat Ridge, will be the first Gilder Lehrman school in Colorado. The Gilder Lehrman Program promotes teacher development and innovation in American history classrooms. As part of the collaboration, teachers at Stevens Elementary will participate in staff development seminars and receive American history curriculum materials, including primary source document books, traveling exhibitions, posters and lesson plans.  The Gilder Lehrman Institute currently sponsors more than 40 history schools across the country. 
LOCKS OF LOVE AT HACKBERRY HILL 
About 20 Hackberry Hill students have been growing their hair to donate to Locks of Love. On Tuesday, May 13, at 8:30 a.m. in the Hackberry Hill gym, several hair stylists will cut the students hair during an assembly in front of their peers.  Many of the students have been growing their hair for over a year to reach the minimum 10 inch strands. Locks of Love provides hair to make wigs for children with cancer who have lost their hair.  

DEER CREEK MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS MAKING A DIFFERENCE A WORLD AWAY
When the eighth grade French class at Deer Creek Middle School found out that poverty had gotten so bad in Haiti that people were eating dirt, they became inspired to make a difference. Jen Anderson, a student in the class, came up with the idea to host a bake sale to raise funds for Haitians. With help from French teacher Made Walz, Anderson organized a French class cookie sale.  The sale raised $221 which was sent to Heifer International, an organization that works with communities to end hunger and poverty.  The Deer Creek class hopes that their selfless deed will make a difference in the lives of Haitians. 

MOLHOLM ELEMENTARY SECOND ANNUAL LOWRIDER CAR SHOW
Molholm Elementary will hold its second annual Lowrider Car Show on Friday, May 2.  Central bus driver Mike Cordova started the car show to grab the attention of the students and to demonstrate that people from all walks of life own lowrider cars.  Last year, 20 vehicles were displayed at the show, including one owned by Denver Nuggets player Carmello Anthony. 

TURNING TRAGEDY INTO TRIUMPH
On Saturday, April 11, the Alameda Winter Percussion Ensemble competed at the Budweiser Event Center for the state championship. They scored 81.70 out of 100 points for the preliminary performance. The ensemble had an amazing finals performance led by Kevin Larsen, the group’s music instructor.  The group’s accomplishment is a bitter-sweet one after the death of a parent before last year’s competition.  
Congratulations to the following AHS Winter Percussion Ensemble members:
Kevin Alba-Torres 
Jackie Alba-Torres 
Crystal Baldassar 
Lindsey Dugan 
Hunter Espinosa 
Uriah Espinosa 
Jason Lucero 
Louise Ortega 
Joe Penley 
Ruben Quintana 
Caitlin Schmidt 
Sara Wynne 

Click here  to preview a video from Colorado Channel 2 News about the AHS Percussion team.
HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS AWARDS

The Colorado Athletics Directors Association  (CADA) is honoring three Jeffco employees for their contributions to high school athletics. They are:

School Administrator: Ron Castagna, Lakewood High School




Honored 4A AD: Jim Hynes, Ralston Valley High School
Honored 5A AD: Jodi Reinhard, Arvada West High School
They will be given their honors during the annual CADA awards celebration in Breckenridge on Tuesday, April 29.  The CADA awards are given to people who exemplify excellence and who have made a positive impact on the lives of student athletes.

Submissions of 80 words or less should include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.  To submit a story or unsubscribe to this weekly publication send an e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  

