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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

August 24, 2007 

As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
SWAT TEAM TELLS STUDENTS TO DROP THE TOBACCO 
Staff and students at Wheat Ridge High School have joined SWAT (Students Working Against Tobacco) to encourage classmates to put down tobacco products, or never pick them up in the first place.  Clinic aide, Nancy Mickelson, has helped students organize to offer peer support throughout the school and has brought students together in the N-O-T, (Not On Tobacco), support group.  On any given day, you can see students brandishing their SWAT t-shirts and lending support to their fellow classmates.  Some students have even dropped off their cigarettes or chewing tobacco in exchange for a free Hacky Sack or piece of candy.  Mickelson, along with her district colleagues, Judy Hindman and VJ Johnston, were recognized by the American Lung Association and the Rocky Mountain Center for Health Promotion, for their efforts to advocate wellness and tobacco prevention.    
TEACHER’S DETERMINATION GETS HER A TECHNOLOGY UPGRADE 
Second-grade teacher, Amanda Biles, was determined to bring technology in to her Little Elementary classroom.  Biles knew her students would soar with the use of a Smartboard.  Starting out with fundraising by approaching local businesses to support her cause, funds fell short, so she decided to take her plea to video.  Biles produced a video to show just how much she could use the technology in her classroom and the CBS4 Pay It Forward program agreed.  Now, Biles will be featured in an upcoming Pay It Forward story, showcasing her commitment to get her students ready for the future.  
CHATFIELD HIGH SPORTING A NEW LOOK FOR A NEW YEAR 
A new Chatfield High School was dedicated on Thursday, Aug. 16, and the ribbon-cutting ceremony drew hundreds of students, parents and community members.  The Chatfield High band kicked off the festivities with the National Anthem.  Principal Keith Mead dedicated the new building to students and said the upgrade is the first step in preparing them for the future.  The $26 million makeover added a new classroom wing, bigger science classrooms, a bigger commons area, a new auxiliary gym, auditorium improvements and new administrative offices.   

Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please make sure your submissions include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

