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Our Mission: To provide a quality education that prepares all children for a successful future. 

August 31, 2007 

As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the Good News About Your Jeffco Schools, and as always, thank you for your support!
BELIEVE IT OR NOT THESE KIDS DO CARE  

The B.I.O.N.I.C., Believe It Or Not I Care, team just won the Most Outstanding Youth Group Award from National Philanthropic Day in Colorado. The 189 Green Mountain high school student members, advised by counselor Sandy Austin, will receive a $1,500 award at the organization's November luncheon. The student group will use the money to continue their peer support efforts to reach out to fellow students facing challenging times.
ARVADA POLICE GO BACK TO SCHOOL 

Arvada officers stood side-by-side with principals and school staff on the first day of school to welcome students back to nearly two dozen Arvada schools.  Several members of the Arvada Police Dept. walked the hallways, visited classrooms and welcomed students back to school to wish them the best of luck.  During the school year, there is a police presence at many Jeffco campuses through the School Resource Officer program. Created in 1996, the SRO program has grown to include officers assigned to each of the city’s middle and senior high schools, along with special programs designed to bring safety education to elementary students. 

AWARD WINNING BOOK CAN COME TO LIFE IN YOUR CLASSROOM 

Island of the Blue Dolphins, Scott O'Dell's Newbery Award winning book, is based on the true survival story of Karana, a twelve-year-old Tongva/Gabrielino tribemember, who must gather food, build shelter and make tools to survive on Nicolas Island.  Retired Jeffco teacher, Jerry Lassos, also a member of the Tongva/Gabrielino tribe, visited the San Nicolas Island this summer to get a first hand view of history.  Lassos will share video from his trip and is available to read the book to classrooms at no cost.  If interested, please contact Jerry Lassos. 
O’CONNELL COMMUNITY LIAISON WEARS MANY HATS
Making students and parents feel comfortable in their school is O’Connell Middle School’s community liaison, Trinidad Gonzales’ top priority.  Gonzales never knows what the school day has in store for her.  In addition to serving as a translator for the school’s Spanish-speaking population, Gonzales is an invaluable liaison to the community.  When students needed ski clothes for a ski trip, Gonzales found enough donated clothing to make sure the kids were warm on the slopes.  In another case, she helped a student rescue family pets during a housing crisis.  Gonzales is always there when students, staff or community members need her!
Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please make sure your submissions include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

