[image: image1.png]RN




As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
FARMING IN THE LEAST LIKELY OF PLACES 

To pass by the Brady Exploration school campus in the heart of the City of Lakewood, you’d never know that students are getting their hands dirty with hands-on experience from hydroponics to raising chickens.  The school’s agriculture science program gives students from Jefferson County and the metro-Denver area,  exposure to animal and plant sciences and an introduction to agriculture science.  The class teacher, Tara Cardoza, just received a $1,000 award from the Future Farmers of America (FFA) to support the program’s needs.  Cardoza will use the money to purchase landscaping tools and farming supplies.  The program is unique because it targets at-risk students who have typically grown up in urban settings.  The class is an elective, but counts toward a district science credit requirement.   

GET A CUP OF JOE TO GO

Rise and shine, the students of Wheat Ridge High School are serving up java as a way to get a jump on the future job market.  Students from the school’s work experience studies class will host a grand opening of the Joe Pit, a coffee shop start-up business, on Monday, March 3 at 6 a.m.  Developed by students, with the help of donations from the Wheat Ridge Rotary Club and Wal-Mart, the business will be operated by students with disabilities.  Filling latte and espresso orders will help students gain valuable job skills and each student employee will follow the same application and interview process as any other job, as a way to learn valuable interviewing skills.  The shop’s opening also allows the staff of the intervention services team to prepare students for the world of work.  
A SIGN OF ACCEPTANCE 
One group of kindergarteners can’t see a barrier between themselves and their pen-pals from the Rocky Mountain Deaf School.  Stober Elementary kindergarten teacher, Tammy Youngs, says the hearing barrier is a non-issue for her class because they have found creative ways to interact with one another.  Young is always looking for ways to expose her students to different cultures, realities and capabilities. The two classes have been exchanging letters through a pen-pal partnership.  On Thursday, Feb. 21, the students will meet face-to-face.  To prepare, Stober students have been learning sign language to ask questions like, “What’s your name?” and “How old are you?” and have also learned the ABCs and signs for animals.  
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