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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

KEEPING THE LIGHTS ON AFTER SCHOOL 

An after-school program designed for students from Lumberg Elementary, Edgewater Elementary and Jefferson High schools, aims at improving their performance in the classroom.  The Lights On After School program gets students involved in after-school activities like hip-hop and Latin dance, community choir, clown class and Japenese anime, video production, tutoring classes and robotics.  Sponsored by the Mile High United Way and The Jefferson Foundation, this program has proven that students who regularly participate in after-school activities have better success in school, improved attendance records and higher CSAP scores.  These particular Jeffco school communities have a high mobility population and involving students in activities after the school bell rings helps keep them engaged and staying in school through graduation. ((See attached pictures))
STUDENTS DANCE FOR DONATIONS

The students at The Manning School put their dancing shoes to work for a good cause.  After a recent school dance, the school’s student council chose to make a donation from the proceeds of the dance to The Jefferson Foundation’s Serving Kids program.  The students gave $620 to the clothing bank designed to help students around the district.  The cause was a little closer to the students of Manning, because the clothing bank office is located on the school grounds.  
GRADUATING SENIOR SHOWS SHE CARES

Esther Honig, a graduating senior at Jefferson County Open School, has been awarded the 9Kids Who Care Award for her volunteer work in her community. Honig was inspired to get involved in immigration issues after taking a school trip to Teacapan, Mexico.  Honig saw the economic hardships of Mexican workers and continued to study this issue by co-leading a trip to the US/Mexico border this past November. Her experiences led her to become one of the co-founders of Food Not Borders, a group that feeds day laborers once a week. She also tutors English and formed a connection between the Open School and its neighboring school, The New America School, where Honig organizes other students to help teach English to non-English speakers. 
Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please make sure your submissions include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible, a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.
