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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
DAKOTA RIDGE HIGH STUDENTS NAMED AS BOETTCHER WINNERS
Congratulations to two Boettcher Scholars from Dakota Ridge High, Adrienne Van Allen and Eric Miller.  Van Allen currently works in the physics research lab at CU-Boulder and is considering becoming a student there in the fall. Miller, who also scored a perfect 36 on his ACT two times, is the school’s student-body co-president and is undecided on where he will attend college.  The Boettcher Scholarship is the most prestigious merit-based scholarship available to graduating high school seniors in the state of Colorado.  The purpose of the Boettcher Scholarship is to attract Colorado's best and brightest students to attend college within the state.
JEFFCO’S TOP SPELLERS HEAD TO STATE 

This group of Jeffco students has spelled their way straight to the top.  Students spelled their hearts out on stages across the Jeffco district to win a spot in the 2008 Colorado State Spelling Bee competition on Saturday, March 22 at the Denver Convention Center.  See the list of Jeffco finalists/winners, many will represent Jeffco Public Schools at the state competition.       
STUDENTS WRITE A LITERACY GRANT TO GET KIDS READING
One group of fifth-graders is determined to get their peers, and even adults, to pick up a book and start reading.  The Mortensen Elementary School students even wrote their own grant proposal for a $500 literacy grant from the National Education Association.  The students detailed how the money would be used to promote literacy in the school.  Their proposal was one of only 20 grants awarded nationwide.  The pro-reading group has organized a school-wide assembly to launch a fundraising read-a-thon that starts Friday, April 18, with all the proceeds going to the Denver Children’s Home.  They’ve also held reading and story-telling activities and set-up a table for students and adults to recommend books to one another. 
Students also have a plan to publish a collection of student writings after spring break called Mortensen Connections. 
JEFFCO STUDENTS DESIGN A BRIGHT FUTURE

The design of a future city won students from Deer Creek Middle School an all expenses paid trip to the nation’s capitol.  Team Babazeka includes eighth-graders Madi O’Dell, Christian Grundfor, Erik Hatlestad, teacher-mentor Jacquie Adkins and engineer-mentor Michael O’Dell.  The team designed their city of the future by using SimCity software as part of the Colorado Region Future City competition.  The students supported their scale model city with an essay on nanotechnology and an abstract describing the city’s engineering plan.  After winning the regionals, the team traveled to the National Engineer’s Week Future City competition in Washington, D.C. in February.  Team Babazeka got their name from the African Zulu which means beautiful and is also the capitol city of Sierra Leone.
 

Submissions of 80 words or less should include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.  To submit a story or unsubscribe to this weekly publication send an e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  
