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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

 
GIRLS CLUB GIVES HOPE TO KIDS IN AFRICA

West Woods Elementary teacher Annie Brown wanted to get sixth-grade girls involved in an activity where they would appreciate each other and reach out to others in need.  So, Brown began to sit down to lunch once a week with her students to help them organize in a positive way, eventually leading to the H.O.P.E. Club (Helping Orphans Pursue Education.)  The club now has 22 students who are learning that one person’s strengths can be another person’s weakness, but if they work together they can achieve a common goal.  This year the club chose Community Treks, a Denver non-profit organization that uses the strengths of the Denver community to enrich communities in Malawi, Africa. The H.O.P.E. club has adopted Mary Banda, a kindergartner living in Malawi.  Students have raised $1,000 for Mary’s education and collected clothes, books and toothbrushes for the other children living in the village.  The H.O.P.E. club has even promised to keep meeting after sixth grade to continue their support for Mary, eventually helping her get to college.  Brown will travel to Malawi this June to present the club’s gifts to the village children and meet Mary for the first time.   

ROBOT RANKS HIGH IN COMPETITION

Students at Long View High School built a robot that stood out in the ranks at a recent US FIRST competition in Arlington, Texas.  Along with the help of instructor Peter Amato-von Hemert the team competed at the Tech Challenge level and walked away from the qualifying rounds in first place. In the alliance competition, the team guided their robot to a second place finish.  The FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) is a unique varsity sport of the mind designed to help high-school-aged young people discover the world of engineering and research.  The robotics competition challenges teams of young people and their mentors to solve a common problem in a six-week timeframe using a standard "kit of parts" and a common set of rules. Teams build robots from the parts and enter them in competitions to judge design, team spirit, gracious professionalism and maturity and the ability to overcome obstacles. 
STUDENTS EXCEL IN THE HEALTH FIELD

The demand for qualified healthcare workers is high and many Jeffco students are on their way to a successful career in the healthcare field.  Students from Warren Tech High School walked away as state winners at the recent Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA) competition. These students are taking courses from the school’s Health Sciences Program and represented Jeffco Schools in the competition.  This year’s state winners area now eligible to go on to the National HOSA competition in June in Dallas, TX.  See the list of all the state winners. 

SCHOOL POSTER IS OUT OF THIS WORLD
Not all posters are as well traveled as a poster signed by the students of Normandy Elementary School.  The poster carrying student signatures from school years 2003 to 2006 made its way in to space aboard Space Shuttle mission STS-117 on a trip to the International Space Station in June.  The space mission chose to carry student signatures because the original mission was scheduled to occur in March when school was in session.  But, the original mission was delayed by weather until June.  The student-signed poster, along with a photo of the STS-117 astronaut crew and flight certification will be on display at Normandy Elementary. 
Submissions of 80 words or less should include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.  To submit a story or unsubscribe to this weekly publication send an e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  

