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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

EVERGREEN CHEERLEADERS FULL OF SPIRIT
Evergreen High School Cheerleading Coach Tammy Dufford and her freshman cheerleader, Megan Bomgaars, have been selected to receive the 2008 National High School Spirit of Sport Award by the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS). This award recognizes those individuals who exemplify the ideals of the spirit of sport. The awards will be presented this summer in Washington, D.C.  After placing third at the Jeffco League meet and winning the small varsity division in regional competition, Evergreen finished twelfth at the Colorado High School Activities Association (CHSAA) State Spirit Championships last December and received the award for good sportsmanship. While other cheerleaders with Down syndrome have participated in cheerleading at local Colorado schools, CHSAA officials said this was the first occurrence at the tournament level.

ONE CABBAGE WORTH ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS 

Leawood Elementary School's Darryl Hudspeth found himself $1,000 richer this week as the Colorado winner of the Third Grade Cabbage Program, sponsored by the Department of Agriculture and Bonnie Plant Farm. Leawood's third graders participated in the Bonnie Plant Farm Third Grade Cabbage Program for the chance to grow the biggest cabbage in the state and win a $1,000 scholarship. The Bonnie Plant Farm's Third Grade Cabbage Program distributes oversized Cross cabbage plants, one per student, to participating third-grade classes at no charge. The student that grows the biggest cabbage in each state receives a $1,000 Series I U.S. Savings Bond for college expenses. 

LETTERS THAT CHANGED LIVES
Two students from Drake Middle School were recently recognized at a 2008 Literary Awards ceremony held at the Lakewood Cultural Center.  Students in Mrs. Nader-French's eighth grade class participated in the Library of Congress writing contest by writing a personal letter to an author whose book changed their perspective on the world. Congratulations to the state winners Ali Johnen (3rd place) and Rachel Rodriguez (Honorable Mention) who were recognized and received their awards.  In addition to the two state winners, seven students from Drake were also among the finalists. 
JEFFCO SCIENCE TEACHER AWARDED PRESIDENTIAL HONOR
Cheryl Mosier from Columbine High School was presented the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) in Washington, D.C. last week. The PAEMST is administered by the National Science Foundation (NSF) on behalf of the White House. A national panel of scientists, mathematicians, and educators nominate teachers to receive the award based on excellence in teaching, devotion to the learning needs of the students and for upholding the high standards that exemplify American education at its finest. The winner receives a $10,000 award from NSF, as well as a trip for two to Washington, D.C., for a week of celebratory events and professional development activities. Mosier hopes to donate a telescope to Columbine with her award.  

ALBUM PURCHASE HELPS FUND FOUNDATION
Big Head Todd and the Monsters (BHTM) are donating proceeds from their online benefit CD sales to The Jefferson Foundation during the month of May. To purchase the album for $15 (excluding shipping), go to The Foundation’s homepage, click on the BHTM icon to purchase album.  $10 will be donated to the Foundation with each purchase. As graduates of Columbine High School, band members Todd Park Mohr, Rob Squires, and Brian Nevin were honored as The Jefferson Foundation’s 2007 Distinguished Alumni at the Crystal Ball gala. The group has continued to show a connection to its fans by performing concerts to benefit local charities. For additional information contact Anton Delgado at 303-982-2212. 

Submissions of 80 words or less should include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.  To submit a story or unsubscribe to this weekly publication send an e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  

