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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

WARREN TECH STUDENTS MAKE A HEFTY DONATION
The students of Warren Tech’s National Technical Honor Society (NTHS) collected over a half-ton of food for the Jeffco Action Center Thanksgiving Food Drive.  Students from all 24 programs at Warren Tech make up the NTHS and by working together they donated over 1,500 non-perishable food items.  The chapter performs many community service activities throughout the year.  Warren Tech is Jeffco’s career and technical high school open to any student at least 16 years old from Jefferson, Clear Creek or Gilpin counties. For more information, call 303-982-8600 or visit the Web site, www.warrentech.org.
SEMPER STUDENT WITH SPIRIT MAKES NIGHTLY NEWS

Fourth-grader Olivia Urbalejo has cerebral palsy, but that doesn’t stop her from reaching great heights.  Urbalejo is a member of the Colorado Suns with Special Needs cheerleading team, a group that encourages kids who have cerebral palsy, Down syndrome and autism to participate in team sports.  Urbalejo cheers as a part of this special team and has a chance to soar when she’s being thrown into the air during practice; forgetting all about her wheelchair. The Suns were featured in a recent story aired on NBC Nightly News.
ARVADA STUDENTS STOMP SECOND HAND SMOKE 

The Arvada Middle School parking lot was where a student-designed tobacco awareness campaign kicked-off with an anti-secondhand smoke message aimed specifically at parents.  The AMS Student Council collaborated with the Jefferson County Department of Health and Environment to design an educational flier that they handed out to parents who dropped-off their students at school.  Students talked with parents about the Tobacco-Free School Policy, which states that there is to be no nicotine use in school buildings, at school events and in school parking lots – including vehicles.  After learning about the effects that secondhand smoke can have on the lives of kids and pets riding in cars with smokers, these AMS students wanted to make a difference.  Student council sponsor and counselor Jean Shelton encouraged her AMS students to put their passion into action by communicating with the parent community about the National Quit Tobacco Day – The Great American Smoke Out and the dangers of secondhand smoke.

SIXTH-GRADER SINGS HER WAY TO THE TOP

Singing sixth-grader Emily Costar from Lukas Elementary has been selected as a member of the National Youth Choir at this year’s Organization of American Kodaly Educators (OAKE) national conference in March. The purpose of OAKE is to promote Hungarian composer Zoltan Kodály’s vision of "Music for Everyone" through the improvement of music education in schools.  Over 800 students from all over the country auditioned for the choir.  The choir will perform in a concert at Denver’s Ellie Caulkins Opera House on March 29, 2008.

Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please make sure your submissions include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible, a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

