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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
JEFFCO CROSS COUNTRY TEAMS RUN AWAY WITH STATE TITLES

Cross country running teams from around the district were the first to cross the finish line at the 2007 state cross country championships.  The 5A girls’ team from Dakota Ridge High School zipped to the state championship led by champion Alexa Rogers, who placed first in the girls individual race.  The Wheat Ridge High School 5A boys team won the title for the first time since 1979 and Dakota Ridge runner Evan Appel placed first in the boys individual race.  In the 4A class, D’Evelyn High School runner Kevin Williams placed first in the boys’ individual race. 
RVHS SOFTBALL TEAM LEAVES THE COMPETITION SWINGING

Ralston Valley High School varsity softball coach Wendy Davies returned from the state softball championship with a winning team.  The R.V. varsity Mustangs defeated Pueblo Central, 2-0, to win the 4A state softball tournament on Saturday, Oct. 20, at the Aurora Sports Complex.  Davies described her team as ‘amazing,’ practicing hard every day and treating every game as ‘just a game.’   RVHS was ranked third in the tournament, but began to dominate the field when the top ranked Windsor and Mullen teams were knocked out of the competition on the first day of play.  “Our team was pretty poised through the whole tourney,” said Davies. “There were diving plays, catches against the fences and 11 strike outs.”  Ralston’s student population is growing, which will place the school in the 5A rankings next year, but a confident Davies said her team will be ready for the competition.  “We’ll miss our seniors, but the rest of the team can step into those positions and play great softball,” said Davies.

  

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT ATTENDING JEFFCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Perspective students and their families are invited to three Jeffco Public Schools information meetings in November. Carmody Middle School, 2050 S. Kipling St., Lakewood, will host a meeting for parents of students entering the sixth grade in the 2008-09 school year from 6:30 – 8 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 12.  D’Evelyn Junior/Senior High School, 10539 W. Nassau Ave., Denver, invites parents of current sixth, seventh and eighth-grade students who plan on applying to the school during the first round enrollment period in January 2008. An information meeting will be held on Wednesday, Nov. 14, at 7 p.m., in the D’Evelyn Auditorium. The Jefferson Academy, a Jeffco charter school, will sponsor an Info Expo for interested students and parents on Thursday, Nov. 29 from 6 - 8 p.m., at 9955 Yarrow St., Broomfield. There will be free baby-sitting, a cake walk, face painting and a chance to win a family four-pack to a home basketball game and Jefferson Academy jersey.

JEFFERSON ACADEMY STUDENT SHOWS HER WINNING ATTITUDE
Yassi Hosseini, an eighth-grader at Jefferson Academy, is the recipient of the 2007 Winning Attitude award presented by Qwest, FSN Rocky Mountain and the University of Colorado.  Winners submit stories explaining how their “Winning Attitude” made a difference in their communities.  Hosseini organized her classmates to participate in a car wash fundraiser raising nearly $2,000 to help Hurricane Katrina victims.  The award honors Colorado middle school students for making a difference in their communities through sportsmanship, community involvement and teamwork. Five winning entrants and their classmates won a trip to a CU home football game at Folsom Field in Boulder, and a $500 contribution for their school.  Hosseini and her classmates will be honored during halftime of the Colorado vs. Missouri football game Saturday, Nov. 3. 
SEVENTH-GRADER PAYS IT FORWARD TO HOPE HOUSE
Lincoln Academy student Rheanna Gimple is a seventh-grader with a heart of gold and a passion for helping others.  Gimple recently submitted a video project to the CBS4 “Pay It 4ward” series profiling the Hope House, an organization which offers educational and support resources to empower teen moms.  The video was chosen for an upcoming news segment and Gimple won $1,000 to spend on her chosen charity.  Gimple purchased a double stroller and new car seat for a young woman at Hope House and used the rest of her prize to create the Rheanna Fund.  The fund will continue to grow and be used as a medical fund for teens and their babies in need. 

Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please make sure your submissions include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible, a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

