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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
D’EVELYN IS A GOLD STANDARD

U.S. News and World Report ranked America’s Best High Schools for 2008 and D'Evelyn Senior High School hits the top 100 list at #62.  With more than 18,000 public high schools in the U.S., D’Evelyn’s standing is impressive.  Public high schools from 40 states were analyzed using data from the 2005-06 school year.  
WE’VE GOT SPIRIT, YES WE DO!
Give the Evergreen High School Cheer Team an ‘A’ for sportsmanship.  The spirited group has been named the 2007 NCA Spirit Sportsmanship Team. The team won the honor over 40 other team nominations.  Nominees were ranked on how they greet visiting teams, understand rules and execute safety standards, behave in cheers and performances, respect themselves, opponents and officials and the ability to lead a crowd. Evergreen fit the bill and their cheering peers were equally impressed by their acceptance of a special needs spirit athlete on the team. 
STUDENTS WALK FOR A REASON

Nearly 10 years ago, Vanderhoof Elementary PE teacher Amy Gregston found out her son had diabetes and since then has been working to educate her students and parents about the disease.  With the support of the local American Diabetes Association, Gregston organized the annual School Walk for Diabetes event at Vanderhoof as a way to raise money to find a cure.  On Thursday, Nov. 8, Vanderhoof Elementary held the third annual American Diabetes Association's School Walk for Diabetes. Nearly 500 students walked for 20 minutes to raise money and awareness for Type 1 and 2 diabetes and raised more than $7,000 this year. 
STUDENTS DEBATE THEIR WAY INTO THE “SWEET 16”
Some smooth talking students at Lakewood High School have advanced to the “Sweet 16” of a national debate tournament. By advancing in the 2007-2008 Bickel & Brewer / NYU National Public Policy Forum (NPPF), the students are eligible for a $10,000 first-place prize and an all-expenses-paid trip to the finals competition in New York City.  The NPPF is the only national contest that gives high school students the opportunity to participate in written and oral debates on issues of public policy. The team advanced in the competition after writing one of the best national essays on the topic, “Resolved:  The United States federal government should substantially increase its AIDS/HIV public health assistance to Sub-Saharan Africa.” 
WARREN TECH CLASSES QUALIFY AS HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT

Warren Tech instructors, from all 24 career and technical education programs, were honored for their efforts in academic curriculum alignment at the Academic Crosswalk Celebration on Monday, Nov. 19.  Warren Tech students enrolled in career and technical programs can now earn high school academic credit and elective credits in molecular biology, microbiology and genetics and multimedia classes. The curriculum alignment process began a few years ago when increased college entrance requirements made it more difficult for students to include career and technical education classes into their schedules.  
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