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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

QWEST HELPS JEFFCO MAKE MUSICAL CONNECTIONS WITH MATH AND SCIENCE
The 2007-08 school year marks the launch of a major multi-year Youth Concert initiative to align Colorado Symphony Orchestra Youth Concert content with classroom teaching. A partnership between the Colorado Symphony Orchestra, Qwest and Jefferson County’s Department for Learning and Educational Achievement, will expand youth concert materials by adding math and science components and feature professional development workshops for Jeffco teachers. Teachers will get the tools to maximize the educational value of Youth Concert attendance by aligning with the state’s music, math, and science standards into CSAP frameworks. 
FAIRMOUNT COMMUNITY KICKS IN TO BUILD NEW SOCCER FIELD
The Fairmount Elementary community is helping the school get a new soccer field.  Local contractor, Gerald H. Phipps, recently made a $1,000 donation to make the dream of a new playing field a reality. Right now, Fairmount students play on a soccer field made of gravel, but with great support from their PTA group and the community, Fairmount will get a grass field by the spring. The school's original remodeling plan included a new soccer field, but the field's renovation was put on hold so that crews could include more classroom improvements. The school's PTA group raised $25,000 and the district matched with another $25,000. With a price tag of $75,000, the school still needs a little help, but has now raised enough funds to begin the field's construction.
SCHOOLS AROUND THE WORLD WANT TO BE B.I.O.N.I.C TOO

The Believe It Or Not I Care, B.I.O.N.I.C., student peer team, based out of Green Mountain High School, isn’t the only student group in the nation, even the world, who care about their fellow students. This past summer, the B.I.O.N.I.C. group presented their organization at the American School Counselor Association meeting. Many schools attending the meeting expressed interest in starting their own B.I.O.N.I.C. team. After the Green Mountain group’s presentation, 122 schools from around the nation and the world checked the 'YES' box on a comment card, wanting to know more on how they could start their own student club to reach out to fellow students during challenging times. Schools from around the world like China, Belize, Tanzania, Alaska and Hawaii may someday create a B.I.O.N.I.C. team just like the one created by students and staff of Green Mountain. The Green Mountain team will soon develop a starter kit to help other schools create their own B.I.O.N.I.C. groups.
Submissions of 80 words or less should be sent via e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  Please make sure your submissions include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions, and to provide as much as possible, a balanced representation of our schools and departments, Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.

