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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

FITNESS GETS COMPETITIVE
The staff of Leawood Elementary School is divided, but it's all in the name of friendly competition.  The staff belongs to one of three teams -- red, purple or pink as part of the school's 2009 Staff Fitness Challenge.  Fourth-grade teacher Aimee Crispin started the competition and it has taken on a life of its own. Team members track their fitness minutes each week and record them on a Google shared online document.  Students are even getting in on the competition by participating in Fun Fridays, where they can support their teacher by wearing the teacher's team color.  Through fun and fitness, the Leawood staff is modeling good health to the entire student body. 
JUMPING WITH A HEART 
Weber Elementary School students jumped all over heart disease and stroke by skipping rope in Jump Rope For Heart.  The students raised more than $5,000 for the American Heart Association and helped celebrate the 30th anniversary of the fund-raising event.  Donations will fund research to fight heart disease and stroke and also support the association’s education programs.  Heart disease is the number one killer in America and stroke is number three. “This year’s event was a huge success,” said Dave Yonkie, Weber PE teacher.  “We’re very proud of all the jumpers, and we all had a lot of fun.”  The jumping event promotes physical fitness and heart health through the fun activity of jumping rope.  It is co-sponsored by the American Heart Association and the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance.
STUDENTS EARN A TICKET TO THE NATIONALS
A team of Deer Creek Middle School eighth-graders designed a first-place city of the future. Students Zach Goodman, Nathan Moore and Whitney Szeliga won the Colorado Regional Future City Competition sponsored by the engineering community to promote engineering and technological interest to middle school students.  Teams from around Colorado compete in computer modeling, essays, a constructed future city model and oral presentations.  The winning team will represent Colorado in the National Future City competition in Washington, DC, February 14-18. 
VOLUNTEER SPIRIT HONORED WITH AWARD

One Arvada West High School senior’s volunteer spirit has gained him some state and national recognition.  Christopher Counts was awarded with a state-level Certificate of Excellence from the 2009 Prudential Spirit of Community Awards program. The award is presented annually to honor young people across America for outstanding community service activities. Counts also received a President’s Volunteer Service Award from the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation, which recognizes Americans who have volunteered significant amounts of their time to serve their communities and country.
Submissions of 80 words or less should include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.  To submit a story or unsubscribe to this weekly publication send an e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  View the archive of past issues.















