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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

STUDENTS GIVE BACK TO COMMUNITY
Mitchell Elementary School students are setting aside a day to share with their community.  The Day of Giving Back event, on Monday, Jan. 19, from 9 a.m. to noon, has students and their families partnering with the PTA to host a hands-on community service day.  Students will raise donations of food and other items to help those in need and assemble the items to donate to local charities. Golden Mayor Jacob Smith and 7News Weekend Meteorologist Corey Christiansen will join in on the event. For more information contact Rebecca Archer at 303-273-5699. 
TEAMWORK SAVES THE ENVIRONMENT
Nearly 25,000 grocery bags never made it to the landfill thanks to Girl Scout Troop 2113.  The troop organized a 10-day drive to collect the bags at Stony Creek Elementary. The sacks were taken to Wal-Mart to be recycled and the store contributed $180 to Mortensen Elementary School’s Autism Spectrum Disorder program.  Troop 2113's members are from both elementary schools and it was a great example of teamwork to help the environment and their schools. 
SHARING THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT
Needy families in the Belmar Elementary School area get a helping hand from the school’s students sharing the holiday spirit.  Students have been collecting money for families in need since 1998 through the Belmar Giving Campaign and Belmar staff contributes to the holiday fund instead of exchanging gifts.  The first Belmar family to be adopted by the staff was going through hard financial times due to medical problems with their special needs child.  When the rest of the Belmar staff heard what the office staff had started, they decided to join in on the sharing. Over the years, 45 families have been recipients of the $6,300 raised.  The school now teams with the Belmar Social Committee that matches the percentage of the staff that contributes to the fund.  
VOLUNTEERING MAKES A DIFFERENCE 
The Coal Creek Canyon K-8 School is reaping the rewards of strong parent and community volunteers and helping to build a sense of community.  Student achievement is increasing and the results of the Make Your Voice Heard Survey are improving. Out of 92 Coal Creek families, 52 parents volunteer regularly in classrooms, work on special projects or events and sponsor the Positive Behavior Support program. A member of the Coal Creek PTSA coordinates volunteer schedules in reading and math classes. The Environmental Group (TEG) and Girl Scouts sponsor projects and activities for the school at the Ecology Site outdoor classroom.  The school also works closely with the organization, Canyon Cares, to help students and families in need. 
Submissions of 80 words or less should include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.  To submit a story or unsubscribe to this weekly publication send an e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  View the archive of past issues.
