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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

STUDENTS HELPING STUDENTS
The students of Bradford Primary and Intermediate schools have a lot to give.  Rather than throw themselves a holiday party every year, they throw their holiday spirit into a community service project to help a fellow Jeffco school in need.  Bradford students adopted Lumberg Elementary School, where many students and their families could use a helping hand.  The school has a high mobility rate, over 70 percent of the students receive free or reduced lunches and students speak over 40 different languages and dialects.  Bradford’s PTA Service Learning Committee helps students organize an annual food drive that stocks the Lumberg food pantry, a winter coat drive to give sixth-graders warm clothes for outdoor lab, a volunteer program to help and tutor in classrooms, a holiday adoption program that provides gifts for needy families during the holiday season and furniture and clothing donations come in throughout the year.  This year, students raised enough funds to purchase school supplies for every Lumberg first and second grade class.  The success of these students has earned Bradford the National Philanthropy Day Youth Award in Colorado.  To participate or join the Service Learning Committee, please contact Kelly Cummings.  

STUDENT CHOSEN FOR LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCE

Oberon Middle School eighth-grader Kayleigh Curl has been chosen for an opportunity of a lifetime.  Curl was chosen to participate as a representative for the People to People Student Ambassador Program.  The program offers students in grades 5-12 life-changing educational travel opportunities that foster friendship, build the foundation for personal success and offer unique access to people, places and activities.  Curl is also the winner of the 2008 Distinguished Ambassador of the Year award and will receive a full tuition scholarship toward a 2009 People to People Ambassador program of her choice.  
STUDENTS VOLUNTEER IN THEIR OWN BACKYARD

President Obama’s inaugural speech has inspired many people to join in and volunteer in their neighborhoods and communities.  In that spirit, the students of Wheat Ridge Middle School rolled up their sleeves and got to work in their school’s backyard.  A dozen seventh and eighth grade students sported their WRMS Panther T-shirts and volunteered to do some yard clean-up to instill school pride.  Students bagged over 20 bags of leaves to clean up the schoolyard.  The school’s assistant principal and facilities manager partnered with the Wheat Ridge Fire Department to buy the school T-shirts and organized an afternoon BBQ to reward the students’ hard work. 
WATER GRANT HELPS FLUSH OUT SAVINGS

New, low-flow plumbing fixtures are helping to reduce the number of gallons going down the drains at Dutch Creek Elementary School.  A grant from the Denver Water Board helped the school install the fixtures to help the school be more water conscious and continue on a school-wide green effort.  The motion detecting sinks in the school’s bathrooms helps cut down on running faucets and the school continues the green movement with recycling bins for paper and plastic products in every classroom.  The school’s cafeteria also puts all recyclable material in a green Dumpster behind the school. 
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