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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

EXTRA CHANGE AND COOKIE DOUGH FUND A NEW PLAYGROUND
In a short three months, the students of Van Arsdale Elementary raised $50,000 with some spare change and cookie dough.  Students sold $15,000 in cookie dough, collected $4,500 in spare change and sold playground plaques for $500 a piece to local families.  The money they raised will be matched by another $50,000 from a Lowe’s Challenge Grant to build a new school playground.  Students will have new slides, climbing and balancing equipment and will be handicap accessible.  The new playground’s ribbon cutting ceremony will happen on the first day of school in August.    

CARING KIDS ARE REWARDED
When kids care, people notice.  The special education classes of Normandy Elementary and Chatfield High School were recently honored with the Denver Newspaper Agency January Kids Care Grant.  Chatfield teacher Sharon McManus led the student project, Operation Support Our Troops, that sent over 50 care packages to U.S. Marines stationed in Iraq. 
PRINCIPAL LOSES HIS HAIR FOR DONATIONS
One Jeffco principal knows exactly how to motivate his students.  After promising to shave his head if students reached the goal of donating 1,000 canned food items, Principal John Schalk had to make good when the students of Mandalay Middle School came through.  They collected 1,306 canned goods and 10 blankets that were donated to the Jeffco Action Center. Students also raised nearly $500 in cash and gift cards to donate to fellow Mandalay families in need.  “This shows the character and compassion of our students,” said Shalk.  
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