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This issue of GOOD NEWS ABOUT JEFFCO PUBLIC SCHOOLS, emailed on Thursday, Nov. 20, has been revised.

As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

STUDENTS STEP BACK IN TIME
Second-graders at Normandy Elementary made a trip through time to see what it was like to grow up in pioneer times.  The experience of Pioneer Day enhances their studies of the westward expansion.  They experienced a day in the life of a pioneer by dressing up in pioneer clothing and learning in a one room school house with hornbooks, spelling bees and strict classroom rules.  The children enjoyed special activities like making cornhusk dolls, playing pioneer games, sewing Native American charm bags and churning butter.  The day finished with a lunch of homemade stew, cornbread and apple cobbler.  

LOGGING MILES HELPS STUDENTS LEARN 
Take a look at the track at Vivian Elementary on a Tuesday or Thursday morning and you’ll find students and teachers logging miles.  They are part of a new club called the Exercising Eagles.  The group walks or runs and records their laps to receive tokens that can add up to prizes. Over 100 students are participating in the exercise club, and the school says that morning exercise helps them focus on being better learners during the school day.
GRANTS FUND HANDS-ON CURRICULUM DELIVERY USING ARTS AND MUSIC FOR STUDENTS
When the staff of Stevens Elementary realized their students were not making good progress academically, they decided to take a different approach to the delivery system.  They found their students would learn better with a hands-on, movement-based delivery system using art and music.  To pay for the new program, the school’s principal, Marie Norby-Loud, began writing grants and the payoff has been huge. Funding has come from Lights on After School with a donation of over $38,000 for after-school activities and clubs, the ECA Foundation gave over $7,000 for after-school tutoring and homework clubs, Live Well Wheat Ridge donated $1,000 for athletic activities and over $3,000 for basketball tournaments between Stevens, Edgewater, Lumberg and Wilmore Davis Elementary schools, Jefferson County Education Association gave $4,850 for staff development activities.  The school has also requested over $35,000 from the Denver Foundation to pay for artists-in-residence from the Arvada Center, Colorado Shakespeare Festival performances, trips to the Denver Art Museum and the Arvada Center for performances, arts day and specialized movement artists. These enrichment activities will definitely benefit the school’s at-risk population.
 

YOUTH LEADERS HELP AS HOSTS

Students from the Youth Leadership Jefferson County (YLJC) class of 2008-09 helped host the recent Jefferson Foundation’s Crystal Ball on October 25, 2008 at the Grand Hyatt Denver Hotel. This year the YLJC students helped with the automated silent auction to offer assistance with the bidding process and greeted guests. The YLJC program gives Jefferson County high school students the opportunity to explore their leadership potential and provides real world experiences through multiple approaches. For more information go to www.westchamber.org/lead-yljc.asp.
Submissions of 80 words or less should include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.  To submit a story or unsubscribe to this weekly publication send an e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  View the archive of past issues.
