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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETES GO GOLD

The Green Mountain High School gymnasts hit the mat running and proved their flips and turns were worthy of the top prize.  The team walked away with the 5A State Gymnastics Championship at the recent state competition held at Thornton High School.  Over the last four years, the team has won two state titles and two runner-up placements.  The Evergreen High School gymnasts also flipped into first when they took the 4A State Gymnastics Championship.  Not to be out run in competition, the GMHS Girl's Cross Country Team took off with the Jeffco League title.  The team’s coach, Clint Boston, was named Jeffco Cross Country Coach of the Year. 

KEEPING THINGS POSITIVE PROVES BIG REWARDS

In a school full of kindergarteners through sixth-graders it’s hard to go even one day without any behavior problems – let alone six full weeks.  But, that’s exactly what the Mortensen Elementary School student body and staff are celebrating, a whole trimester without any student write-ups.  The school is in its third year of participating in the Positive Behavior Support program, or PBS, which rewards good behaviors instead of only punishing bad ones.  The school’s psychologist, Francie Steinzeig, says the staff concentrates on keeping things positive and giving rewards in classrooms, like Bulldog Bones.  Bones can be used to choose weekly prizes and rewards, like lunch with the teacher or picking a prize out of the principal’s treasure chest.  New principal, Karla Henkins, also created student behavior folders to track weekly behaviors that have cut down on repeat offenders by offering weekly rewards.  The entire school will be rewarded with a BBQ luncheon from the school’s business partner, Texas Roadhouse, on Monday, Nov. 10 when they turn the library into Barkies Bistro – after the school’s mascot.    

 

STUDENTS PLAY THE VICTIM TO PRACTICE 

A training exercise using real fire to create an emergency scene gave students enrolled in Warren Tech’s Fire Science/First Responder class a real-life experience.  Teens worked with fire departments, including West Metro Fire Rescue, Arvada Fire and Fairmount Fire.  They got the chance to observe emergency response training with a simulated car accident and actual car fire while rescue personnel practiced rescue techniques.  Students also acted as car accident victims and some had to be extricated from vehicles using the “Jaws of Life.”
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