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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

JEFFCO TEACHER HONORED FOR TEACHING EXCELLENCE
Wheat Ridge High School students know their history teacher Stephanie Rossi is top-notch, but now the whole nation will know.  Rossi is one of five 2009 national finalists being honored with The Horace Mann Awards for Teaching Excellence.  Winners were chosen for their outstanding instructional expertise, creativity and innovation, attention to diversity and individual student needs, learning styles, and experiences, leadership in professional development, advocacy for the profession and dedication to lifelong learning and their ability to engage parents and the community.  “Diversity has been a major part of my instruction since the early 90’s,” said Rossi.  “I integrate all of the voices in history lessons because it’s important for students to hear about events from everyone’s angle.”  Rossi will be presented with a $10,000 check at the NEA Foundation’s annual gala in February 2009 in Washington, DC.  One of the five finalists also has the chance of being named the national award winner with another $25,000 prize.  If Rossi wins the big prize she plans to start a scholarship for students who want to become history teachers.

STUDENTS CONNECT THE DOTS TO STOP BULLYING  
The students at Carmody Middle School are learning that what they say and do matters – even the small things.  In a week-long series of workshops called Connecting the Dots, or CTD, students learned anti-bullying techniques and positive decision-making skills.  The skills will help students communicate outside their normal school routine and learn that they all share things in common, both big and small.  Students learned to change their views from what makes them different and instead to focus on what makes them similar.  Bullying is a complex issue that is sometimes hard for students to understand, but CTD breaks down the subtleties of bullying, not just physical intimidation and harassment, but name calling, teasing and what being funny really means. The class challenges students to become part of the caring majority at school and empowers them to be an agent of change on campus, regardless of their age or social stature. 
BUILD IT AT BERGEN AND THEY WILL COME

This summer, Bergen Meadow Elementary School got a new backyard.  What was once a gravel mesa, is now a soft, grass playfield that boasts two baseball fields and one large soccer field that will be used for student recess and shared with the community for after-school sports.  The new field is a great example of how communities can partner with Jeffco Public Schools to create new community assets.   Key project players were Evergreen Park & Rec District, Great Outdoors Colorado, five local sports clubs, the Bergen PTA, Bergen Leadership Council, Jefferson Foundation, and Evergreen families & businesses.  

Submissions of 80 words or less should include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.  To submit a story or unsubscribe to this weekly publication send an e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  

