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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

HATS CAN HELP HURRICANE HIT AREAS 
Students in Jeffco’s 12 Arvada area schools will put on their caps to collect for Hurricane Ike victims.  By donating a dollar or more to the Red Cross between September 29 and October 3, students bypass their school’s no-hat policy and buy the option of wearing a hat to school for one day.  The student leadership class came up with the idea after meeting to figure out a way to support the communities devastated by Ike. Three years ago, the schools’ successful hat day raised over $5,000 for victims of Hurricane Katrina.  If the style fits, students can wear it -- from baseball hats, to cowboy hats to goofy hats – anything goes.  
READING TAKES STUDENTS TO THE TOP

When the staff at Bell Middle School read the CSAP data that showed their students were not scoring well on constructed responses, they knew things had to change.  So they partnered with the Jefferson County Literacy Project to get their students a better grasp on how to begin to understand and answer questions completely.  The research-based professional development program focuses on common learning strategies in every class so that each teacher from language arts to science to P.E. can all be on the same page when teaching students.  They’re using the “RAP and PAS” strategy -- RAP, or Rephrase, Answer and Put Support and PAS, Preview the text, Access prior knowledge and Set the purpose, to set an example for how students are expected to answer questions.  The theme is, Literacy: Your Rope to the Summit, and the school will kick off the learning model at a school assembly on Wednesday, Oct. 1, where students will play “RAP” music and “PAS” balls around.          

DONATED BOOKS MAKE H.I.P.P.Y VERY HAPPY

Over 1,200 donated children’s books will make their way into the hands of children all over the state.  The Jeffco Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters, or HIPPY, accepted the book donation as a gift from the Governor’s Commission on Community Service. The delivery could not have happened at a better time as the Jeffco HIPPY program was hosting a statewide AmeriCorps training for all Colorado HIPPY sites and shared their good fortune with other state programs.   The donated books will also be distributed to families during HIPPY activities throughout the year.  HIPPY empowers parents as primary educators of their children and fosters the parent’s involvement in school by bringing literacy into the home through weekly home visits for families living in the area of 13 Title I schools in Jeffco. 

Submissions of 80 words or less should include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.  To submit a story or unsubscribe to this weekly publication send an e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  

