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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
STUDENT ART SHOWS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
The talents of Jeffco students are on display now.  This year's Jeffco Middle School Art Show is based on student's experiences and excellence in the visual arts. The art show is free to the public at the Lakewood Cultural Center, 470 S. Allison Pkwy. The show runs April 15 through May 8. The 39th Annual Jeffco High School Art Exhibit, featuring the work of more than 400 students from 23 high schools, is free to the public at the Arvada Center for the Arts and Humanities and runs through Sunday, May 16.  The exhibit and all of Jeffco Public Schools art shows have been funded by the Jefferson Foundation, including generous donations from foundation supporter Betty Wetherbee and the Lakewood Masonic Lodge #170.
JEFFCO SCHOOLS PLACES NUTRITION ON THE MENU  

Linda Stoll, executive director of Food and Nutrition Services and her dedicated staff have been named 2009 Public Health Champions by Jefferson County Public Health. The staff was honored for their work on providing healthy food choices to the county's 85,000 students. Stoll and her staff introduced many important changes in 2009 that will positively enhance the nutritional status of students for years to come.  The department is going green by returning to plastic trays in the elementary schools instead of Styrofoam plates and implemented a district recycling program, reducing waste from all the milk cartons.  Updated equipment including ovens, ranges, freezers, walk-in coolers and steamers will help develop new healthy recipes.  Unhealthy ingredients are disappearing, flavored milk and yogurt has been reformulated to leave out the high fructose corn syrup. Whole wheat products with no additives or preservatives hit the shelves and canned veggies have been replaced with fresh or frozen. Local products from places like Phil's Fresh Foods in Boulder and marinara sauce from the Blue Parrott in Louisville are now standards.
PERCUSSION GROUPS DRUM UP SUCCESS
Jeffco Schools were well represented on the recent Rocky Mountain Percussion Association's State Championships. The following percussion ensembles took home awards:  Bear Creek High School took first place in the Scholastic Concert World class; Golden High School took first place in the Scholastic Concert Open class and also named the Most Improved Ensemble; Standley Lake High School took third place in the Scholastic Concert A class; Pomona High School took second place in the Scholastic Marching World class and Dakota Ridge High School took third place in the Scholastic Marching A class. 
 

STUDENTS SHOW OFF THEIR HOSPITALITY SKILLS

Many Jeffco students shined at the recent state DECA, Delta Epsilon Chi, Conference.  The competition helps students develop skills for successful business careers, build self–esteem, experience leadership and practice community service.  Students study marketing, management and entrepreneurship in business, finance, hospitality and marketing sales and service. Students from Alameda, Arvada, Arvada West, Lakewood, Pomona, Warren Tech, and Wheat Ridge high schools were top performers.  Steven Ho and Phu Sa, Alameda HS, were top performers in the Buying and Merchandising Team Event; Arvada HS top performers include Eric Heller, finalist in Food Marketing; Tyler Farr, in Restaurant Food Service Management; Ryan Counts, in Marketing Management and Micayla Keeley and Jelisa Jones, in Buying and Merchandise Team; Jared Leventhal, Pomona HS, took first place the state for  Entrepreneurship/Participating Written Event; Tamara Fox, WarrenTech, took first place in the state for 
Hospitality and Tourism Management; Abigail deCsesznak, Wheat Ridge HS, was a finalist in Quick Serve Restaurant and Sophia Przybylo was a top performer Business Services Marketing.
BREAK THROUGH IN SPACE
In the March 26 issue of the Good News we told you about two D’Evelyn High School juniors who were competing in a mission to create products in aerospace, renewable energy, green building and nutrition. Students Nathan Bremmer and Heli Wang of Team Hexigami won The National Space Biomedical Research Institute Award for Innovation in Space Exploration Health Care at the Pete Conrad Foundation’s Innovation Summit. The team’s  lunar habitat, the Hexagonal Origami Shelter Module, or Hex Module (HX-M), designed for semi-permanent residence on the Moon, shields future explorers from radiation. Team Hexigami received a plaque for the school, medals and $5,000 to continue their research. 
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