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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!
STUDENTS’ IMAGINATIONS TAKE THEM FAR
Student teams from 9 Jeffco schools advance to the global finals of Destination Imagination, a program focused on creativity, teamwork and problem solving.  Congratulations to Bergen Valley Elementary, Conifer High, Governor’s Ranch Elementary, Green Mountain High, Ken Caryl Middle, Lakewood High, Prospect Valley Elementary, Vanderhoof  and West Jefferson Elementary.  The global competition will be held at the end of May in Knoxville, TN  

WELCHESTER TURNS 50
Help Welchester Elementary School in Golden get the word out to the community about its 50th birthday celebration. The school is planning a community party for next school year. You can stay updated on the latest information by visiting the Welchester Elementary School's 50th Anniversary Facebook page or visit the Welchester Elementary Web site. Contact the school's main office with any questions at 303-982-7450.
STANDLEY LAKE BASEBALL FIELD GETS A MAKEOVER
If you improve it, they will come.  Baseball players of Standley Lake High School have new and improved baseball field facilities to play and practice this season.  None of it would have been possible without the help of the schools baseball booster club, the Standley Lake Gator Diamond Club and other community partners. The 2010 Leftfield Line Improvement Project includes a new retaining wall, enlarged workout area, new batting cage, new practice hitting area, new bullpens, enhanced storage facilities and electrical improvements.   These improvements are valued at over $60,000.  
STUDENTS REWARDED FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Every year, Wheat Ridge business, Broadridge, holds sixth and eighth-grade essay contests.  This year’s contest asked kids to write about making a difference.  Over 300 hundred sixth-graders from Kullerstrand, Maple Grove, Pennington, Prospect Valley, Stober, Vivian and Wilmore-Davis Elementary and over 200 eighth-graders from Everitt Middle School participated.  Essay winners were rewarded with a $100 donation to their school and gift cards from Barnes and Noble.  The winners were announced at a recent Wheat Ridge City Council Meeting.  The contest was also sponsored by Great Western Bank and The Jefferson Foundation.  

Elementary School Winners
Eugene Flournoy-Wilmore-Davis Elementary
Alena Beloborodyy-Kullerstrand Elementary
Maren Donnelly-Stober Elementary
Calee White-Maple Grove Elementary
Lexy Sanchez-Pennington Elementary
Lindsey Thorsheim-Prospect Valley Elementary
Mitchell Melton-Vivian Elementary 

Everitt Middle School Winners
Joe Wirth
Quinn McCall
Heather Willmeng
Brandon Vongkham 
TEACHERS TREATED AS SUPERHEROES
A big pat on the back to Littleton businesses and parents of the Mount Carbon Elementary School. Parents organized a Superhero Week to honor teachers for making positive impacts on students. More than 75 parents and over 30 local businesses contributed to the day that included fruit smoothies for the staff from Mad Berry Smoothies, spa services, free car washes, decorations and encouraging phrases written on water bottles. The businesses are Rocket Express Car Wash, King Soopers, Safeway, Sunflower Market, Iwayama Sushi, Tamale Kitchen, Sweet Tomatoes, Gunther Toodies, Red Robin, Ruby Tuesdays, Olive Garden, Chili’s, 3 Margaritas, Firestone, Grease Monkey, The Women’s Gym, Salon Stellar, Skintastic and Mardel’s.
PRINCIPAL DOES THINGS THE WRIGHT WAY
Congratulations to Summit Ridge Middle School Principal Lisa Myles. Her school staff recently nominated Myles for the Wright Way Award, named after educator Lance Wright, and she is now one of four state finalists. Criteria for the award included the nominee's creativity, collaboration and reflection in leadership. The school received a site visit from the competition judges this week and students led tours of their school. One of Myles' staffers says, "Her constant reflection of student learning enables the staff to put into practice new initiatives, such as Response to Intervention or the Colorado Growth Model, so that it positively influences student achievement for all students." 

Submissions of 80 words or less should include complete names, locations, dates and descriptions of accomplishments.  Due to the large number of submissions Communication Services reserves the right to edit or place requests.  To submit a story or unsubscribe to this weekly publication send an e-mail to commsvcs@jeffco.k12.co.us.  View the archive of past issues.
