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As a timely way to keep you informed, we offer the “Good News About Jeffco Public Schools.”  Our goal is to provide you with a snapshot of the many accomplishments that occur every week in your schools.  Please feel free to share the good news and as always, thank you for your support!

THE $100 HERO
If you missed this story on 9News, it’s a must watch: http://www.9news.com/rss/article.aspx?storyid=128672 
It profiles Pennington Elementary’s Facility Supervisor, Joe Jrion, who is being hailed as a holiday hero by a parent who is grateful to him for going above and beyond his duty. 
NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
Students and staff of West Jefferson Elementary School support their community by filling the shelves of the Mountain Resource Center.  The school made a huge donation of 1,500 pounds of food to fill the center’s food pantry.    Along with the help of teachers, Brigit Mulcahy, Sue Lambert, Renee Decker and  Alicia Beabout, the student leadership team organized the food drive with the theme, A Ton to Care, A Ton to Share, with the goal of raising 2,000 pounds of food.  The group was a little short of their 2,000 pound goal, but they plan to get even closer next year.  Classrooms competed and encouraged each other to see how much food the school could raise.  
TEENS CONNECT TO THE COMMUNITY
To those people out there who say teens aren’t making a difference, just take a look at the students from Deer Creek Middle School.  One class discovered the true connection of giving back to the community, by participating in the Connections Program, designed to give kids a chance to shine outside of the academic arena.  Led by teacher Cindy Ayde, students organized a turkey drive for the Denver Rescue Mission, collecting 65 turkeys for people in need. Their hard work and empathy for those less fortunate allowed the students to experience the true spirit of Thanksgiving and the holiday season.
IMAGES ARE OUT OF THIS WORLD
Visit the Mount Evans Outdoor Education Lab School (OELS) and you will get a rare, up-close look at images from space.  In honor of the 2009 International Year of Astronomy, Mount Evans was selected as one of 152 nationally recognized science-based institutions to house and display two multi-wavelength images photographed by the Hubble Telescope. The images were officially unveiled on Monday,  Nov. 30 with sixth-grade students from Swanson and Fitzmorris Elementary schools. The images are now on permanent display at the Mount Evans OELS site. 
STICKS 4 SCHOOLS
The Colorado Mammoth has sent some of their best players out to recruit the smallest fans in Jeffco classrooms.  As part of the Mammoth’s Sticks 4 Schools program, elementary students are introduced to the sport of lacrosse.  Mammoth players, Jamie Shewchuk and Nenad Gajic, versed kids at Columbine Hills Elementary on the rules of the game and left sticks and equipment behind so students can continue to learn and enjoy the sport.  "The Mammoth are the talk of the school right now," said Principal Connie Brasher. "Students couldn’t stop raving about the program when parents came to pick them up at the end of the day."  The program will visit more than 20 schools and provide instruction to thousands of students over the next six months.  For more information on the Sticks 4 Schools, call 303-405-1361. 
GETTING HEALTHY ONE STEP AT A TIME 
Students at Coal Creek Elementary are getting healthy by stepping it up.  The school’s Health and Wellness Committee kicked off the Mileage Club. Two days a week, a PTSA volunteer records laps completed by students who jog or walk during recess.  With over 70 percent of students participating, they have collectively logged 165 miles – the distance from Denver to Glenwood Springs.  The club’s goal is to walk the miles from Denver to California by the end of the year.  Students receive certificates of accomplishment and T-shirts for all the miles they log.  
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